
Ian’s Clarion Origins (continued from the old Clarion website) 

These articles were emailed to Brighton Clarion members fortnightly for many 
years by Ian Bullock, the section’s first secretary since its reconstitution in 2004. 
The first 75 were uploaded to the old Clarion website and may no longer be 
available. The numbering continues up to no. 184 in July 2015, but later articles 
only have dates.  

76. Adverts for The Scout 
25 January 2011 

The Scout has been mentioned quite a lot in recent extracts. There was some considerable overlap 

between the Scouts and the Cycling Clubs. Of course this was all taking place more than a decade 

before Baden Powell started the Boy Scouts – so the word wouldn’t have had the same 

connotations/resonances as it would to day. I’ve never seen copies of The Scout (and probably 

never will) but I thought it would be interesting to look at a couple of the early adverts for it as 

they appeared in the Clarion. 

An advert for The Scout No 2 (1d) promised: 

SPECIAL ARTICLES BY NUNQUAM, DANGLE, MONT BLONG, THE BOUNDER, R. LOWERSON, 

S.HALES, T. GROOM etc etc 

Words and Music of 

“The Song of the Clarion Scout” By J Leavey and F Pugh 

The Ashbourne Conference 

Reports from Scouts, Cinderella Clubs and Clarion Cycling Clubs. The new number of THE SCOUT is 

greatly extended and full of interesting features. No Socialist or Reformer can afford to miss it. 

Another ad which appeared in the Clarion on 1 June 1895 promised: 

Special articles. R Riley (Red Van), F H Green, J C Richards 

Words and Music of 

“Since first I Saw Your Face” 

“Where the Bee Sucks.” 

Read Nunquam, article on “The Two Nations” and Dangle’s “Whole Art of Cycling” 

https://brightonandhoveclarion.wordpress.com/2011/01/25/hello-world/


As people who have been following this series from early on will remember, Nunquam = Robert 

Blatchford, the editor – he had used “Nunquam” as a journalist before founding 

the Clarion Dangle, Mont Blong and The Bounder were the Clarion nicknames of Alex Thompson, 

the deputy editor, Montague Blatchford (Robert’s brother, who was mainly concerned with the 

theatrical and musical activities and reporting of the paper) and Edward Fay, the roving reporter of 

the paper. I think the name “Red Van” refers to the touring caravan of the English Land 

Restoration League.. 

77. Whitsun 1895 
8 February 2011 

Swiftsure muses about cycling Clarion, 15 June 1895: 

Whit week turned out to be almost an ideal holiday time, and the number of cyclists who seized 

the opportunity to tour the country must have had one of the pleasantest outings within memory. 

I happened to be on the main road into town last Sunday evening, and the number of tourists, 

bronzed and travel-stained, with their small bundles on the handlebars or the neater bag hung 

from the frame was simply astounding. 

There is no getting away from the fact that the bicycle has widened out the field of pleasure and 

education, and brings health and strength to its devotees. 

And so say all of us, well over a century later. 

78. More from Swiftsure’s Cycling Notes 
22 February 2011 

The Origins of the Clarion Cycling Club and cycling in the 1890s 

“A most laughable affair”. More from Swiftsure’s Cycling Notes from 15 June 1895: 

I have no doubt that almost any other cyclist could relate a peculiar incident which came to his 

notice last week. From my own experiences alone, I could relate some funny things, both pathetic 

and amusing. However, I will just tell of the most laughable affair I have ever met with. 

I was standing with my machine by the curbstone the Saturday before Whit-Sunday, when I was 

accosted by a fellow-cyclist – so his dress proclaimed him – and he wanted me to tell him where 

he could find his bicycle, he had lost it. I noticed he was in a more or less hilarious condition, so I 

determined to learn more of his tale, and assist him if I could. I found out he had left Dublin the 

day before for a tour of this country, in company with a chum. 

Arriving at Holyhead in the early hours of Saturday morning, they had ridden to Chester and then 

taken a train to Manchester. Reaching there in a muddled state – weren’t they out for a spree? – 

they sought out a “pub” to put up at – without either noting the name or the street, they strolled 

about the city, where by some means they became separated and the cyclist who accosted me 
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hadn’t the remotest idea where he had left his machine or where his diggings were. I went to 

some trouble to try to put him right. I took him to the station, where he thought he had come in 

at, inquired at the “pubs” in the vicinity – but all to no purpose. At last I had to leave him, with the 

good advice to get sober and then he might recall something which would set him right. But for all 

I know he may be looking for his twenty-guinea machine yet. 

79. Clarion CCs get together for rides 
8 March 2011 

During the summer of 1895 there was a clear trend for the Clarion cycling clubs, which had been 

founded at various times over the previous year or so, to try and arrange meeting up with each 

other on rides. All the following examples are from the usual source – Swiftsure’s “Cycling Notes”. 

15 June 

F G Browne, sec Birmingham Clarion CC writes: 

On Saturday, June 22, the Clarion Cycling Clubs of the Midlands meet at Burton-on-Trent. The 

Burton I.L.P. have kindly promised their assistance in getting accommodation, and have secured a 

room at the Market Hotel, High Street for a smoking concert. Unattached Clarion cyclists who may 

wish to be present will know where to find us. We shall, of course, be very pleased to welcome all 

sympathisers. 

22 June 

The Newcastle Clarion CC have arranged to spend Saturday, Sunday and Monday, August 3, 4, 

and 5 at Richmond. 

The South Shields and Darlington clubs will join them. Will the Yorkshire clubs consider the matter 

and decide early whether they will attend or not, so that arrangements may be made. There is a 

grass track there and if the Leeds, Bradford and Halifax clubs join, we might have a team race for 

a small club trophy, or some other kind of sports, say on Monday early. 

Richmond is a pleasant and historic place, and the venture should receive immediate consideration 

at the clubs mentioned. Communications to be addressed to Fred Phillipson, 21, Ripley Place, 

Newcastle. 

29 June 

I am requested to inform the members of the “Clarion” CC Manchester and district that the run 

next Sunday is to Littleboro’, to meet Bradford C.C.C. Meet at the Infirmary at 2 pm prompt. Our 

Bradford comrades are making it an all-day run, and wish Manchester C.C.C. to arrive as early as 

possible. It is also hoped that Oldham, Rochdale, Hyde etc will make it their destination. 
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80. Swiftsure (and Manchester CCC) speak up for “rational dress” for 
women cyclists 
22 March 2011 

The following appeared as part of Swiftsure’s “Cycling Notes” in the 29 June 1895 edition of 

the Clarion: 

A short time since, in his leading article in the Cycling* Mr H. Sturmey – who is looked upon as the 

most experienced writer on the cycling press – thought fit to make an attack on the rational dress 

for lady cyclists. He said, in effect, that it was unbecoming, unwomanly, and unnecessary. He 

advocated a narrower and somewhat shorter dress than the usual one for walking, with cloth 

gaiters. 

I don’t know whether Mr Sturmey has ever ridden out with a lady on a windy day, but I rather 

doubt it, or else I feel sure he wouldn’t talk in that strain. If anyone has noticed a female 

struggling against a strong wind and clinging skirts, they must surely have thought that it were 

better if the skirt was discarded and the more reasonable knickers adopted. As for riding in a short 

skirt – well – it requires a bodies [sic] whole attention to keep it – er – in the proper place. It 

requires no small amount of resolution to ride out in knickers, but I feel sure that in time the 

custom will be almost universal. It is just possible, also, that our Clarion clubs have a certain 

influence in bringing this about. For instance the Manchester Clarion C.C. have already about ten 

lady members, three or four of whom turn out with the club on every run. 

Naturally, all the male members recognise the disadvantage of the ladies wearing skirts, and are 

anxious for them to all turn out in “rationals”. This will probably be carried out shortly, and then 

they will be protected and encouraged, and by the very force of numbers assist in bringing about a 

reform which is decidedly necessary. 

An incident which occurred on the run to Dunham Park of the same club last Saturday, further 

illustrates the feeling of Clarion cyclists on this question. A young lady was noticed on the road 

riding in rationals, and the insulting remarks of passers-by caused the members of the Clarion 

Club to give her a hearty cheer: without more ado the young lady asked if she could join the club? 

The reply was, of course, given in the affirmative, and the young lady spent the remainder of the 

day in congenial company. 

*Cycling (now Cycling Weekly) is by far the oldest cycling magazine in the UK – possibly in the 

world. Since as long as I can remember (late 1940s) it’s always been known as “the comic”. 

81. Swiftsure on the dangers of “casting off” clothing – a warning to 
us all! 
5 April 2011 

Still from “Cycling Notes” of Clarion 29 June 1895 
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Whilst the present spell of warm weather is upon us, cyclists should by no means cast off their 

woollen underclothing. There is little harm in leaving a waistcoat at home, but it should not be 

forgotten that even with this weather there is often a strong wind; in which case the rider need not 

get too warm, if he only rides at an easy pace. Cold is more likely to be taken by having too little 

clothing, than by having too much. 

82. More on “lady cyclists” and “rationals” (or the 
“bifurcated question”) 
21 April 2011 

From “Swiftsure’s” regular “Cycling Notes”, Clarion, 6 July 1895: 

It is remarkable what a difference exists between the conduct of the public towards lady cyclists in 

different parts of the country. Any portion of Cheshire might be traversed by ladies without calling 

forth any remarks, but let ladies ride through any of our Lancashire towns, and it will create quite 

a sensation. The audible remarks which are passed, also, are neither flattering nor courteous. 

As a rule, it is the female section of the public who have the most to say, and who appear to be 

most bitterly opposed to the pastime. How to account for this feeling I am at a loss to say; but 

that it is present in a marked degree was particularly evident last Sunday, when the Clarion C.C 

passed through Rochdale to meet Halifax and Bradford C.C.Cs at Littleborough. 

There were only three ladies amongst us, and what would have happened had they been dressed 

in “rationals” I dread to think. 

* * * 

Mention of “rationals” reminds me that the lady whom I mentioned last week* has expressed her 

pleasure at my taking up the cudgels on behalf of rational dress, and she hopes that the lady 

members of the Clarion C.C will not be long before they all adopt “rationals”. 

I need only say in further comment on this bifurcated question that it would indeed be astounding 

to read of the Clarion taking any other than the most enlightened view, and also that it only needs 

one to cycle with a lady who is dressed in the ordinary skirts to be quickly convinced of the cruelty 

and nonsense of skirted legs driving a bicycle. 

*See Episode 80. 

83. The 1895 General Election approaches 
3 May 2011 

Still with “Swiftsure’s” regular “Cycling Notes” Clarion, 6 July 1895 

With the General Election there is bound to be plenty of work suitable to Clarion cyclists and I trust 

they will immediately organise themselves for that purpose. 
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In Manchester the Clarion Cycling Club are frequently reproached with being luke-warm Socialists, 

who think more of their own pleasure than they ought to do. 

Such a reproach is certainly not merited, and as evidence of their desire to assist in the good 

work, I may say that the club races for this month are abandoned, and the money which would 

have been spent is being subscribed towards funding our cause in the coming elections. 

The sum of £2.2s has been sent to the Clarion election fund, and a further one guinea towards the 

election expenses in the Gorton division where Dr Pankhurst* is the Socialist candidate. 

I feel sure that every member of the club will gladly forgo the possible honour of winning the club 

race, when he learns with what effect the money is being spent. 

*Richard Pankhurst was a radical lawyer, born in 1834; Dr because of his LLD. He was active from 

the late 1860s in a range of progressive causes, especially as an advocate and legal advisor for the 

(pre-Suffragette) campaign for the enfranchisement of women and women’s rights in general. [He 

drafted a version of the 1870 Married Women’s Property Act.] A member of the Liberal party until 

1883 he joined the ILP and – as reported above by Swiftsure – stood in the industrial area of 

Manchester, Gorton, as its candidate. Like all the other ILP candidates in that election – including 

Keir Hardie – he was defeated. 

He died of gastric ulcers in 1898. In 1903 his widow, Emmeline, who was much younger, took a 

lead in forming the Women’s Social and Political Union as a “militant” alternative to the 

“constitutional” women’s suffrage movement. Members of the WSPU were soon christened 

“suffragettes” which was originally intended as a put-down – but backfired and was adopted by 

those it was meant to disparage as “junior” suffragists. 

Richard Pankhurst was the key inspiration for his most radical daughter, Sylvia, who was 16 when 

he died in 1898. She named her son, born 1927, after him. As Les Garner has put it, “In family 

terms Sylvia faced a choice between the calls of Christabel and their mother Emmeline, and the 

radical legacy of her father, Richard. Ultimately it was the latter … that won through.” 

Les Garner “Suffragism and Socialism: Sylvia Pankhurst 1903-1914” in Ian Bullock and Richard 

Pankhurst (eds) Sylvia Pankhurst. From Artist to Anti-fascist [Macmillan, 1992] 68. 

84. More preparations for 1895 General Election 
17 May 2011 

From the Not-being-able-to-read-my-own-handwriting Department. In the last issue (83), “is 

being submitted towards funding our cause in the coming elections” should have read “is being 

subscribed”. 

More preparations for 1895 General Election 

Cycling Notes – Clarion 13 July 1895 
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Hyde Clarion C.C inform me that they have cancelled their fixtures until after the Election, in order 

to assist the candidature of G E Christie, Labour candidate for Hyde. May success attend their 

efforts. 

…………………………….. 

The Mosley and District (Lancashire) I.L P. ask me to invite all Clarion cyclists to a demonstration 

to be held at Delph next Sunday, July 14th, to further the candidature of Tom Mann. Lady cyclists 

are particularly invited. The speakers will be Mrs. Glasier (Kate Conway)* and Tom Mann.** Start 

from Saddleworth Station at 2 30 pm. 

I note that the run of C.C.C Manchester and District is to Greenfield in the morning. It is to be 

hoped that arrangements can be made for continuing the run in the afternoon to Saddleworth and 

Delph. 

*Katharine Bruce Glasier (née Conway), 1867–1950, had married John Bruce Glasier, 1859–1920, 

one of the most prominent figures in the ILP, two years earlier. She was one of a number of 

notable ILP women speakers in the 1890s – long before women had the vote (in spite of being 

invited to cycle to election meetings!). For a while towards the end and just after World War I she 

was the editor of the ILP’s Labour Leader and was active in promoting Labour as a speaker and 

activist for the rest of her life. 

**Tom Mann, 1856–1941, was a remarkable figure. He first came to prominence as one of the 

leaders of the great London Dock strike of 1889. Subsequently he was active in Australia as well as 

in Britain, briefly secretary of the ILP, seems to have considered becoming an Anglican priest, later 

became editor of the Industrial Syndicalist (which the Clarion thought sounded like one of the 

runners at Kempton Park) and later still general secretary of the Engineers union and a member of 

the CPGB. He also at one time kept a pub – and there has long been a rumour that he was the “ 

man(n), the very bad man(n) that watered the workers’ beer”. 

85. Problems of accommodating numbers on club runs 
31 May 2011 

From 20 July 1895 “Cycling Notes” 

Many club runs nowadays also assume such large proportions that it frequently happens to reach 

numbers that cannot be accommodated in one place. 

This happened only lately to the Manchester Clarion C.C. and it certainly gave much 

dissatisfaction. 

There have been many suggestions for remedying this unpleasantness, but up to now I know of 

none which has the merit of being feasible. 
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It isn’t likely, for instance, that the proposal to take their own victuals along with them could meet 

the desires of many. 

The proposal, also, for producing a club tent and cooking utensils, and sending them along with 

victuals in advance to the nearest station, cannot be said to be practical. In the first place, 

permission would have to be obtained from some landlord before it could be erected; and further, 

the chance of wet or unfortunate weather would make it next to impossible to successfully cater 

for the members. 

86. The exploits of Mrs Walsh and Swiftsure’s thoughts thereon 
15 June 2011 

We’ve reached 27 July 1895. Included in Swiftsure’s “Cycling Notes” that week was the following. 

The ladies have tried, with varying success, for many years past to compete with the male kind in 

all branches of athletics. We have seen them trying their strength on the cricket and football fields 

only to arouse the laughter of the spectators at their efforts. But it has remained for cycling to 

place them in a position to possibly emulate the deeds of some male riders. For instance we read 

that a certain Mrs Walsh, a Northern lady rider, has covered 100 miles in 7 hr. 55 min. and would 

have done considerably better but for several punctures and unfavourable weather. 

I am just wondering if she repaired the punctures herself. 

The first fifty miles were said to have been covered in just over three hours, which is only about an 

hour longer than the record. 

Anyway, it is a remarkable ride and demonstrates the ability of the fair sex to stay. 

By “stay” I don’t mean “to wear corsets” but “to stay the course”. No, that won’t do; to possess 

staying power”. Confound it, that’s not the expression either; “to possess endurance”. That’s what 

I mean. 

Apart from that question, however, there isn’t a doubt that a female has just the right qualities 

suitable for riding the bicycle. 

A woman’s nerves are certainly a drawback at the beginning; but a little pluck will certainly bring 

those under control. 

Speaking to a certain physician, who is an authority on medical matters pertaining to women, I put 

the question whether there was anything in the constitution of a woman which could make cycling 

injurious to her, and he replied that so long as the woman did not over-fatigue herself there was 

no organ of the body which could be injured by it. On the other hand it was one of the most 

healthful exercises which a woman could have, always provided it was used in moderation. So, 

after all, it would perhaps be wiser if ladies did not attempt to excel the feat of Mrs Walsh. Let 
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them use the wheel as an exercise, and not in the spirit of emulation; and many who now think it 

unwomanly to ride a bicycle may be won over to follow their example. 

87. A “good tale” about the general election 
28 June 2011 

To fully appreciate Swiftsure’s tale from 27 July 1895 one needs to know a little about the 

“Manchester Fourth Clause”. In 1892, in its first year of publication, the Clarion had supported the 

formation of the Manchester and Salford ILP. Its “fourth clause” committed members from 

abstaining from supporting non-socialist candidates in all circumstances. This reflected the fact 

that for decades attempts to promote “Labour” candidates had been absorbed in one way or 

another by the Liberal Party – most notably in the case of the “Lib-Labs” elected in some mining 

constituencies. In 1893 the national ILP was formed and Manchester ILP – and the Clarion – had 

unsuccessfully campaigned for the “Fourth Clause” to be part of its constitution. The paper had by 

no means given up the struggle for getting this adopted two years later. Sadly, the 1895 general 

election was a great disappointment for the ILP. Full of enthusiasm and zeal it had hoped to get at 

least a few MPs elected, but failed everywhere and even its one existing MP – Keir Hardie (who 

had been elected before the formation of the ILP) – was defeated. One has to bear in mind, of 

course, that at this time all women and about a third of men didn’t have a vote. But here’s 

Swiftsure’s “good tale”: 

I heard a good tale the other day about a Socialist cyclist and the Election. Having removed four or 

five miles from the district where he had a vote, both sides traced his removal and on the day of 

the election a carriage was sent by each side to bring him to the poll. Without avail. He wasn’t 

going to vote for Red or Blue. Learning, however, that he was a cyclist, but had sold his bicycle, 

one side, later in the day, sent a tandem, the back seat of which was temporally offered to carry 

him there and back. 

It was no use, however. The Fourth Clause had stronger claims than the sleepy seat of the 

tandem. 

88.”First Bicycle Run of the Board” by The Bounder 
11 July 2011 

The board (spelt Bored on at least one occasion) was the editorial board of the paper. This piece is 

quite a long one – so I’m just extracting a few bits, this time and next, to give the flavour of what 

appeared in the Clarion on 3 August 1895. 

The place was Balham, the date last Saturday, the time 1 p.m. Glorious sunshine, fine breeze, 

blue sky – and plenty of it. 

“I have heard a curious rumour to the effect,” said Nunquam, “that the ex’s of Board meetings are 

defrayed by the firm.” 
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“It is so, Effendi, ” I replied. 

“Then,” said the blue black protagonist of Humanity, with the faintest suspicion of a subliminal 

chuckle, ” as Dangle has not returned from Kamskatka, and bearing in mind the fact that Mont 

Blong is holding his Socialist picnic at Bingley and that the Candid Friend is getting his hay in in 

Cheshire, why should not we take auspicious time by the ‘what’s its name’ and hold a Board 

meeting on our own?” 

“Beshrew the hour, ’tis well bethought.” 

“Why not take our Humpers? 

‘And join the glad throng 

That goes humping along’ 

There is an old-fashioned inn at Thames Ditton a mile beyond Kingston.” 

I replied “the which is kept by one Haywood, the father of the Surrey cricketer, where there are 

kobwebls on the bottles – and plently of ’em – and where the Board might stuff its democratic 

stomach with a fat kapon.” 

“Amen,” said Nunquam. 

89. “First Bicycle Run of the Board” by The Bounder (concluded) 
27 July 2011 

More extracts from the much longer piece that appeared in the Clarion on 3 August 1895. The end 

sounds sort of familiar. 

At 1.40 the Board issued from the Balham Bicycle Mortuary in triumph. It was a brave sight. Two 

small boys and the early beery person cheered feebly, while the conductors of passing trams 

interchanged mysterious signs. 

* * * * 

Both our Humpers had been in hospital. All the ills that Humpers are heir to had befallen them. 

Nunquam had never been out without something happening to a nut, bolt, screw, spoke, cap, 

handlebar or treadles. And when these had been adjusted the “thing” would rattle like a coalbox 

and break out in fresh places. 

* * * * 

But the House Surgeon at Balham Bicycle Mortuary is a deft and practical man. Nunquam’s 

Humper he had thoroughly overhauled and made taut, and my new Clincher he had skilfully 

adjusted. 
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* * * * 

The Board picked its way forth with great pomp and circumstance. Through Upper Tooting, past 

the Broadway … we went humping along with great joyance, until well into Merton, when Nunquam 

drew rein at “The Willing Maid” and “signified the same” in a beaker of Somebody’s Entire which 

tasted like the rinsings of a washtub. 

[They reach Kingston where the Bounder discovers he has a flat tyre.] 

The “used up” young man had blown up the tyre all right but he had forgotten to put the cap on 

the valve. And Nunquam, who had never turned his head, was out of sight. 

* * * * 

There was nothing for it but to return to “The Willing Maid”, drink gin, and make enquiries. 

[The Bounder returns to Merton.] 

When I regained the Merton repairer I found that my man was gone, and another in attendance … 

The repairer rose to his feet and observed, “What silly blank, blank, blankety blank has been 

messin’ with this ‘ere valve?” 

90. Swiftsure’s epic 330 mile ride from Manchester to Folkestone and 
back to London – on his wife’s bike! 
24 August 2011 

This is from ‘Cycling Notes’ Clarion, 10 August 1895: 

It isn’t often I introduce an account of my own doings into these ‘Notes’ and I shouldn’t do so now 

only I think it just possible that the particulars of a journey I undertook last week from Manchester 

to Folkestone (260 miles) and back again to London (70 miles) may have in it some items of 

interest and instruction to some readers. The journey is not a great one and probably every other 

cyclist could do as well if he were similarly mounted. My time being extremely limited I had to pick 

out the shortest route possible. By the aid of the guidebook and map I copied out my route onto a 

slip of paper which I carried in my waistcoat pocket, and consulted whenever necessary, without 

dismounting. 

The rain had been heavy for several days previous to last Saturday week, and it was 11 o’clock of 

the forenoon before I could start, thus making it an impossibility to reach my contemplated 

journey’s end (Northampton) that day. My own machine being without efficient mudguards, I 

decided to ride my wife’s machine. And my judgement was not mistaken, for it ran beautifully and 

carried me the whole distance without the least mishap or trouble of any kind. The low gearing 

and six inch cranks tried my knees the first day but afterwards I was quite at home and liked it as 

well as my own. 

https://brightonandhoveclarion.wordpress.com/2011/08/24/the-origins-of-the-clarion-cycling-club-and-cycling-in-the-1890s-90-swiftsures-epic-330-mile-ride-from-manchester-to-folkestone-and-back-to-london-on-his-wifes-bike/
https://brightonandhoveclarion.wordpress.com/2011/08/24/the-origins-of-the-clarion-cycling-club-and-cycling-in-the-1890s-90-swiftsures-epic-330-mile-ride-from-manchester-to-folkestone-and-back-to-london-on-his-wifes-bike/


91. Swiftsure sets out on his 330 mile ride – and encounters a shocking 
case of general election drunkenness. 
13 September 2011 

From “Cycling Notes” Clarion, 10 August 1895 

Whenever the weather is the least doubtful I always take the precaution to cover the bright parts 

of the machine with anti-rust – a special glutinous preparation of mine – and particularly do I put a 

thick layer round the bearing and head. This little care can and did save me a lot of trouble. 

Leaving Manchester by Wilmslow and Congleton, I set a steady ten miles an hour pace – which I 

seldom varied. I journeyed on through Church Lawton and Newcastle-under-Lyme – where I had 

rain for an hour. – my first stopping place being a wayside inn, three miles beyond Stone. Some 

ale (the best I ever tasted outside Kent) and sandwiches sent me on my way well satisfied. 

Two miles further on I met a solitary cyclist, and as we passed our badges caught each other’s eye 

and the word Clarion came from each other’s lips. We hopped off and passed greetings. The 

comrade I met was from Birmingham on his way to Nantwich. 

Learning where I was bound, he told me of a good house in Lichfield were I would be well fed by a 

good “Clarionette”. But whether it was the “Green Man”, “Green Dragon” or “Green Comet” I 

couldn’t for the life of me recollect after leaving him half a mile. It must have been that 

Staffordshire ale. We avoid such stuff in Manchester for fear of being poisoned. 

However, riding slowly through Lichfield I saw no place I could think was the right one, so I 

continued my journey, and, at Tamworth, found a suitable place, and had a good meal. Leaving 

Tamworth soon after seven in the evening, I rode through Atherstone, and reached Hinckley, 

where I stopped at the Union Hotel, a C.T.C house, which can be recommended to tourists. The 

charges were moderate, and the attendance and fare is of the best. I found Hinckley a queer place 

that Saturday night. The result of the polling in that division had been declared that day, but 

whether Tory Short of Liberal Godlin had been elected I didn’t trouble to enquire. I only know that 

I never saw such drunkenness in all my life. 

92. Swiftsure reaches London and gets lost 
21 September 2011 

From “Cycling Notes” Clarion 10 August 1895 

Swiftsure’s first day on the road had ended at the CTC recommended Union Hotel in Hinckley – 

where he had witnessed some shocking general election drunkenness. 

With a journey of over a hundred miles before me I left Hinckley at nine o’clock on Sunday 

morning, and some two hours later, when about ten miles from Northampton, I encountered rain, 

and till I reached London Bridge at eight o’clock at night, the rain continued its steady downpour. 
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Well might the cabby who passed me on London Bridge sing out “Ay, this ain’t a day for bicycles.” 

Nor was it, but Sunday is not a day to find convenient trains and it is certain that so long as one 

keeps going the wet will do little or no harm to one’s limbs. I have certainly been none the worse 

off for it. 

Leaving London Bridge to find a relative at Lewisham, I lost my way and was an hour and a half 

getting to a place which was only five miles away. Arriving there at last I was quickly made 

comfortable and soon felt little the worse for the mud-plug. 

93. Swiftsure is shocked by “slavery” in Kent as he nears the end of 
his epic ride 
4 October 2011 

We’re still with Swiftsure’s account of this ride from Manchester to Folkestone and back to London. 

He’s stayed with relatives in Lewisham and now is heading off to the coast. 

The next morning broke clear and fine and after oiling up, I set out for Folkestone via Eltham, 

Footscray, Farningham, Wrotham, Maidstone, Ashford and Hythe; passing through one of the most 

beautiful counties in England. One doesn’t wonder how London is supplied with its garden produce 

when one views the vast plantations of all kinds of fruit and vegetables which are to be seen all 

through Kent. 

And also, one can easily see how the same produce is sold so cheaply, when the people who 

gather it are a class which I don’t think can be found in such numbers in any other part of 

England. 

Half zingar*, half labourer they seem to be a class distinct in themselves; living in sheds, wayside 

tents, and shanties of all descriptions, they were evidently the tools whereby the landlord or the 

farmer were able to carry on their prosperous career. 

I met them in droves on the road. A bundle or sack on their backs evidently carrying all their 

belongings. 

They spoke a jargon which was quite unintelligible to me, and one couldn’t help wondering how 

many generations of Socialism even, it would take to reclaim this class of people, who appeared to 

lead no other than an animal existence. At the same time one cursed our present system, which 

compelled such things, and the past generations which have made it possible. It isn’t my province 

to moralise, but the same conditions of life struck me even more forcibly returning to London by 

the same route two days later. Here was a county – in a sense – literally flowing with mild and 

honey. Poverty, such as may be seen in London and our large northern cities, appeared to be non-

existent in the large villages and towns through which I passed. And yet, here was this large class 

of people to be met with who can be called little else than a class of slaves. Whilst on the other 

hand – dotted throughout the county – were magnificent mansions and fine wooded parks which 

didn’t require too much imagination to know by whose labour and toil they were made possible. 
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*I haven’t been able to find out what this means. Any ideas? [Yes! Zingari = nomads or gypsies 

(from Wikipedia). Jenny] 

94. Swiftsure’s thoughts on his Manchester to Hastings to London ride 
(on his wife’s bike) 
20 October 2011 

From The Clarion. 10 August 1895: 

To sum up, let me say that such a little jaunt as the one I have slightly described is an education, 

such as all who have an inquiring mind can profitably undertake. 

It is not expensive. Five shillings or six shillings a day is as much as one need spend. 

A speed of ten miles an hour for eight or ten hours can be comfortably maintained provided one is 

in moderate training. A low gear (my wife’s ‘Bradbury’ is 55″ and an efficient brake make the 

going easy and certain. To scoot down the hills with feet up and hand on brake, is to feel the joy of 

living.* 

The route is quite easy to find, signposts being abundant, and Dangle’s ‘white spots’ or milestones 

are often guideposts in themselves. But oh! how far apart they seem when one is tired! 

Main roads can usually be distinguished by the telegraph or telephone wires running along them. 

In fact, to tour awheel beats any other mode of progression, and is a means of enjoying a holiday 

which can only be appreciated by those who are penned up in our large cities from year’s end to 

year’s end. 

*Bikes were still of the fixed wheel kind – which only needed a front brake, hence the singular 

‘brake’ in this sentence. According to the website ‘Bicycle History‘ the freewheel began to come in 

– first in Germany – just a few years later. Here’s the entry: 

Freewheel 1898 Germany 

First major commercialization of the freewheel by Ernst Sachs. William Van Anden had obtained 

the first freewheel patent in 1869. 

95. “Sumptuary laws” for Chicago cyclists 
8 November 2011 

From Clarion 17 August 1895 

This has nothing much to do with the Clarion CC – apart perhaps from the club’s interest in and 

support of the rights of women to cycle in “rational dress”. It appeared in Swiftsure’s “Cycling 

Notes”. What I find interesting is that it’s not until you get to the (pretty awful) verse that you 

realise – given that in those days men wore “knickerbockers”, and “stockings” could mean what 

we would call socks – that the edicts of the Chicago authorities were aimed at women cyclists. 
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That said, I think you have to admire someone who can find a rhyme for Chicago appropriate to 

the story and then make a play on words out of the city’s name. 

The new sumptuary law setting forth the kind of costume cyclists may wear when riding within the 

jurisdiction of the Chicago City authorities, and which has been formally passed to the Board of 

Aldermen of this city, is causing no small sensation in certain riding circles. Henceforth, instead of 

tights, or even moderately loose knickerbockers, all cyclists will have to don a costume baggy from 

the ankles up, and the jacket portion is to be made high at the throat. The wearing of 

knickerbockers and the exposure of stockings is strictly forbidden 

Once more I toot the lyric horn, 

And build the lofty rhyme 

And ‘voke the reobatic* morn 

With topic all sublime 

Sing, of my muse, the sacred trews 

On which have laid embargo 

A few strait-laced and frosty-faced 

In the City of Chic-Argot 

But vain, O Prude, or Prig, or Pry 

Your frowns for the sex (lord love ’em) 

Having declared that they’ll wear them, why 

They will – and plenty of ’em. 

Q.E.D. 

*Not the foggiest idea – anyone know what it might mean? 

96. Plans for a Clarion summer camp – Manchester CCC issues 
its invitations 
22 November 2011 

In the 1890s with no cinema, radio or TV I suppose many Clarion readers would buy the paper on 

Friday and then spend much of their free time reading it over the following week. Even so, there 

was so much in each issue that you would be hard pressed (unless a speed reader) to get through 

the whole edition. Swiftsure’s “Cycling Notes” were themselves quite extensive – which is why it’s 

taking a long time to move through 1895 in extracts short enough to include in this newsletter. 

We’re still in 17 August 1895 and – following the bit about the “sumptuary laws” in Chicago 

(see 95 in last issue) Swiftsure turned to events much nearer at home 

The following, which I have received from the Secretary of the Manchester Clarion C.C. will be 

read with interest by numerous members of the Clarion Cycling Clubs throughout the country. 
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“Let not Bradford Bounders kid themselves on their Kapabilities as Kampers and as for the premier 

club (Birmingham) let the Rory O’Groomie O and his Kolleagues hide their heads or get their hair 

cut. We of Manchester are going into camp, on a large scale, in a small field. Our camp will be 

pitched on August 24th, and stumps drawn September 8th, thus including three weekends. We 

shall be happy to see members of the Clarion C.Cs from surrounding towns and if that Bradford 

bugle-blower with his 70 lb crock is capable of crossing the Pennine Range and journeying hither 

(a man with the strength and will necessary to push 70lbs of scrap iron should be able to 

accomplish anything) let him cross and we will kill the fatted calf in his honour if the journey does 

not kill him before his arrival. As for ye Brummagem toffs, an’ ye have a man or men able to ride 

the distance between your grimy kraal and here, send them. Our ambulance van shall meet them, 

and bring them into camp. With regard to Liverpool CC, it is rumoured that no such organisation 

exists. Now, yes Dicky Sams, let us see you at our camp, and by your presence prove the rumour 

false. 

My committee instructed me to invite The Bounder (original) to honour us with his presence; but – 

er – but – well, you see it is to be a temperance camp, and I should have to lure him into it on 

false pretences and when he fond out the (to him) awful truth, me fears the tents and purity of the 

water brook would suffer. Howsumnever, should he come a special fatigue party shall be told off to 

carry potshurds from the nearest contraption (one mile away) to the camp. 

97. Details of Manchester CCC summer camp plans 
8 December 2011 

Continuing the account in Swiftsure’s “Cycling Notes” Clarion, 17 August 1895 

The spot selected is thirteen miles from town, close to Pickmere, where we shall be able to boat, 

bathe, and fish. Each Saturday evening an open-air social will be held, dancing, singing and things 

composing the programme. We are making a speciality of the things. In order that proper 

arrangements may be made it will be necessary that comrades should notify me what days they 

intend visiting or sleeping in the camp, especially for the weekends. We intend making the charges 

as low as it is possible to pay expenses upon. We hope to provide tea, bed (not of feathers) and 

breakfast for 2s. Other charges in proportion. Will members who are prepared to assist in the work 

of the camp (cooks in particular) send in their names stating what dates they can be there. C D 

Reekie, 352, Buck Mill street, Bradford, Manchester. 

[Swiftsure then commented] 

The scheme so facetiously outlined by Secretary Reekie ought to receive the support of the 

neighbouring C.C.Cs, I can vouch that it is intended to work the camp on sensible and up-to date 

lines. 

And he finished by saying that the camp was to take place near the “prettiest parts of Cheshire” 

the nearest station being Knutsford* 
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* for those who may not be familiar with Knutsford it may be worth pointing out that Elizabeth 

Gaskell’s “Cranford” is really Knutsford. And some time in the later C19 a rich local fan had the 

“Gaskell tower” built with the names of all her many novels on the outside walls. 

The Origins of the Clarion Cycling Club and cycling in the 1890s: 98. 
More on the “Klarion Kamp” 
19 December 2011 

from Swiftsure’s “Cycling Notes” Clarion, 24 August 1895 

That Klarion Kamp! 

With the advent of fine weather – which a certain sage promises will favour the venture more or 

less the whole time – the organisers are hopeful of scoring a big success. 

As intimated last week, the camp opens tomorrow (Saturday) and, if properly supported, will be 

continued until September 7th or 9th. 

During that time it is hoped every Clarion cyclist within riding distance will make it his or her duty 

to put in an appearance – particularly on Saturday and Sunday evenings – when provision will be 

made for social gatherings’. 

[Detailed directions are then given on how to find the camp and of Manchester CCC rides to the 

camp over the following three weeks.] 

As it is also expected that many will take this opportunity of being in the country and still attend 

their business in town by going to and fro each morning or evening, they are requested to meet at 

Trafford Bar each evening at 6.45 for the camp. 

99. The ‘Klarion Kamp’ opens 
3 January 2012 

from Swiftsure’s ‘Cycling Notes’ Clarion, 31 August 1895 

The Clarion camp at Pickmore opened last Saturday under happy auspices, and the first two days 

at once dispelled all doubts as to its success. The camp consists of the ‘Candid Friend’s’ van, three 

bell tents and a large marquee. One bell tent and the van is reserved for the ladies and children. A 

notable feature has been the ready manner in which the neighbouring farmers and cottagers have 

proffered their assistance. 

Upwards of 200 cyclists and friends visited the camp on the opening day, whilst about 60 stayed 

the night, 10 of them being ladies. Although the arrangements were slightly rough, the charm and 

freedom of living in the open air carried away all thoughts of home comforts, and the good fare 

provided by Secretary Reekie earned him the thanks of all who partook of it. 
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On the day following (Sunday) about 800 persons visited the camp, and as might be expected the 

commissariat was taxed to its utmost. Unfortunately the evening ended in a steady downpour and 

the homeward journey for many must have been an unpleasant experience. 

Each evening an al fresco concert was held in the marquee, and the Manchester Clarion C.C. Glee 

Party made their debut at the first of these. 

The proceedings were further enlivened by some excellent singing and reciting by Messrs. 

Williams, Field, Cummins (of Liverpool) Roddick, Rudd and several others, while Walter Sutcliffe 

brought sweet music from his zither. 

100. ‘Klarion Kamp’ continued 
10 January 2012 

from Swiftsure’s ‘Cycling Notes’ Clarion, 31 August 1895 

The ladies did yeoman – or should it be yeowoman? – service in looking after the cooking and 

feeding the numerous company, and how the camp would have fared without their help I tremble 

to think. This week – and it is hoped by the aid of fine weather and the further completion of the 

arrangements, that even more than last week will visit the camp; and for the accommodation of 

those who come to the camp by train to Knutsford, wagonettes will meet the excursion trains on 

Saturday and Sunday. 

More help will, however, be needed by the steward and secretary, and all those who are willing to 

help with the cooking – as well as those who intend to stay in the camp for some time – are 

requested to address the secretary at the Clarion Camp, Tabley Brook, Tabley, near Knutsford. 

[I thought I had a bit more left on the camp, but either I was mistaken or I have mislaid the 

relevant notes. Either way, we have probably had enough of this topic for the time being.] 

Clarion Associate Member badge 
10 January 2012 
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Michael Walker, who sends me interesting items for the “history page” of our blog from time to 

time, has sent in this photo of a Clarion Associate badge. 

101 – Swiftsure on “rational dress” 
23 January 2012 

From “Cycling Notes”, Clarion, 7 September 1895 

I see that C.H. Larrette considers the Rational dress has made little headway this year, because he 

met a lady who was one of the pioneers of the dress, but has now taken to her skirts again. 

He may be right, he may be wrong. Undoubtedly, when we come to consider the large number of 

ladies who have become cyclists this year, the number who wear Rational dress is infinitely small 

and it may give one the opinion that it is not favoured by them. But I venture to assert that if a 

vote could be taken which they would sooner ride in skirt or knickers, a large majority would be in 

favour of knickers. What is it then that prevents them from appearing in the dress? Much can, no 

doubt, be ascribed to English prudery, for few women are free agents in such a matter unless they 

are married. The old-fashioned notion on these subjects are difficult to eradicate from parents and 

the unmarried woman who is yet under their influence and wished to adopt the dress would find it 

almost impossible to do so. 

Further, when the Rational dress is adopted, it requires nerves almost of steel and a brave heart to 

venture out alone or only in the company of other ladies. Few would believe how insulting and 

coarse the British public could be unless they had ridden through a populated district with a lady 

dressed in Rationals. And the poorer the district the more incensed the people appear. In fact, in 

some districts it is dangerous for a woman to cycle alone, even when riding in the conventional 

skirt. 

Time, and the opening of most clubs to members of both sexes – like our Clarion Clubs – is the 

only thing we can wait for; but no cyclist can reasonably deny that the Rational dress is sensible 

and right, and that the effect will gradually but surely revolutionise the world’s ideas of what is 

proper for a woman to wear. 

102 – Still with Swiftsure’s “Cycling Notes” 7 September 1895. 
5 February 2012 

A not entirely unfamiliar story about punctures and a final report from the Clarion camp. 

By-the-way, how is this for a record of another kind? The sub-captain of the Manchester Clarion 

C.C. has had 22 punctures this season. I won’t say what tyres he rides except that they are not 

“Clinchers”. 

I may add, however, in addition to this remarkable fact, that his wife – who cycles almost as much 

as her husband, and is moreover one of the best and speediest lady-riders in the 
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district – also rides the same kind of tyres, but hasn’t had a solitary puncture the whole season. 

Puzzle – find the cause for this remarkable difference? 

*********************** 

Last weekend at the Clarion camp at Pickmore was even more successful than the first. Glorious 

weather and calm moonlight nights made the novelty of nights under canvas one to be 

remembered. The camp will be continued until Monday next, and those who have not hitherto 

journeyed to the spot had better do so. I heard one cyclist who had ridden from a distance, and 

intended spending his holidays in the Lake District, but the camp suited him so well he got no 

further. 

103 A few snippets 
21 February 2012 

It was going to be all about cycle parades this time – but for reasons I explained at the beginning 

of the newsletter I don’t feel up to putting it all together at the moment. But here’s a couple of 

“Wanted Ads” from 21 September 1895. The first has nothing to do with cycling (as far as we can 

tell) but I couldn’t resist it. You do hope it all turned out happily don’t you? 

LADY Socialist would like to correspond with Gentleman Socialist, rich or poor, aged 30 to 45. 

Abstainer preferred. Character indispensable 

CLARION CYCLISTS are Requested to Attend, wear badge, and compete for the Muster prize at 

Parade, at 3 30 pm. Stalybridge Lifeboat Saturday, September, 1895 

But, just so that cycling parades are not completely neglected here’s another ad. – this time from 

7 September 

A cycle parade will be held next Saturday, the 14th, in aid of the Salford charities. The Clarion 

C.C.will perhaps take part in it, if only to show their numbers. Further notice of it, however, will be 

given in next week’s Clarion. 

104: Cycle Parades 1 – Birmingham 
7 March 2012 

From “Cycling Notes” in the Clarion, 14 September 1895 

Birmingham Clarion C.C. 

The Birmingham Cycle Parade! Huge crowds of thronging thousands! Thundering peals of 

deafening applause! Thrilling shrieks of frantic joy: 

As with 

Measured swing and stately tread, 
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“Robed revolutionary red,” 

With clear bright eye 

And proud held head 

A host which the noble 

McAtkinson led, 

Came marching on, The Clarions, 

Which I reckon is very good for an amateur, and shows what deep wells of poetry may be tapped 

when occasion calls. 

The parade was a great success, the costumes being on the whole very good, many of them very 

funny, others merely vulgar. The clubs in uniform costume were few, among them being “The 

Arabs,” attired as such, who looked well, whilst no one could object to the neat and effective 

perriot costume of our club, It was really very pretty, for although the costume was of brilliant red, 

it was by no means displeasing to the eye. It was, in fact, most artistic in conception and design. 

Of course after that we took a prize, walked on our heels, and spread ourselves all over the route. 

At every few yards we were greeted with the warcry “Boots!” whilst the prize distributor 

introduced our prizetaker as the representative of Socialism. 

We are going to give Walsall a turn next Saturday (21st) and Coventry will be troubled later on. 

Cycle parades are a great institution. 

The O’Groomie O 

105 Cycle Parades 2 – Manchester/Salford 
20 March 2012 

From “Cycling Notes” in the Clarion, 14 September 1895 

I am requested to ask the members of the Manchester and District Clarion C.C. to meet tomorrow 

at 2pm at the Cannon Street Dining-rooms, 58, Cannon Street, City, for the purpose of joining the 

Cycle Parade in aid of the Day Nursery and Children’s Shelter. The parade will start from the 

Racecourse, Salford. It is possible that a number of fancy costumes may be provided, and I trust 

that every member of the club will make it his duty to be present. 

I am aware that there are many who look upon these parades as frivolous, but surely there is no 

harm in raising a laugh or entering into the spirit of such an affair, seeing for what a worthy object 

these parades are organised. 

We English folk make life such an earnest and terrible business nowadays that happy faces and 

hearty laughter are almost strangers to our nature. 
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Therefore, roll up, ye Clarion Wheelers if only to exhibit your numbers and give a shock to the 

comfortable citizens of Salford; be not behind our Birmingham comrades in at least securing a 

prize and mention in the press for the biggest muster. 

106: “The Log of the Undine” Part 1 
6 April 2012 

“The Log of the Undine” by the Bounder was, as the title of the piece suggests, about an extended 

trip in the boat of a friend – appropriately called Pal – which after the Normandy coast would go 

“up the Seine to Paris and on to Burgundy in time for the vintage”. The Bounder added, “Pal wants 

to re-christen the yacht ‘Merrie England’ and go to the North Pole. I told him that I would first 

have to obtain the permission of my partners.” The “Log” meandered on happily for weeks 

beginning in the Clarion on 31 August. By 5 October they had reached “the dream city of Rouen, 

The Capital of Chivalry and Romance”. But the reason for including some extracts in this series lies 

in the account of cycling from Dieppe to Le Havre over terrain familiar to many of us, and before 

that some of the Bounder’s observations about Dieppe and its environs – again somewhere many 

of us know well, on and off the bike. I’ve edited selected bits – sometimes rearranging the order to 

make better sense of it (not always the first priority for the Bounder). But let’s begin. 

I am lolling atop of a white Normandy cliff … Below is the picturesque white village of Berneval – 

half a dozen houses and a couple of rustic inns embosumed in apple orchards … We descend a 

winding path down the face of the cliff. We enter the Hotel de la Plage. And there we find Pal’s 

little colony of artists. 

The Bounder returns to his arrival in Normandy. 

The first figure I spied on Dieppe pier was “Pal” in a yachting suit. … We immediately went aboard 

his little steam-clipper yacht the “Undine” … We found Dieppe full to the brim of our compatriots 

and compatriotesses. 

Dieppe proved a great place for watching the world go by: 

Let any man station himself at the Cafe Suisse, in Dieppe, opposite the Fish Market. 

Then they set off in the Undine for Le Treport, but ran into bad weather during the night on the 

way back. 

Thrice we were unbunked, and once we seemed to go completely round like the big wheel at Earl’s 

Court. And when we eventually fetched Dieppe held a Thanksgiving Service at the Cafe Suisse. But 

never again. The ocean is all very well in its proper place. 

So, the Bounder and some of his friends decided that’s quite enough of “the ocean” and took to 

their bikes (aka humpers). Meanwhile, 
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We are moored in the “bassin” of Dieppe harbour with a sun power of 100 degrees beating down 

on us. 

It was the week of the local races and, finding a pile of Clarion labels, 

… we covered all the racing sharps and sharpesses who were sitting in front of the Cafe des 

Tribunaux. 

So, 

On Monday we humped it to Berneval, and on Wednesday they take the gallant little ship round to 

Havre. I say they because I shall hump it via Fecamp, where they make the Chartreuse … 

Tomorrow … we shall mount our Humpers and hump it through la Belle Normandy, via Yvetot [to 

Le Havre]. Pal has discovered that there was a wonderful King of Yvetot in the middle ages, a 

successful Buccaneer who grew powerful enough to form treaties with Francis I, and walloped 

about to such a tune that they made him King of Upper Normandy. I think I shall disinter him and 

make him Business Manager of the Clarion. 

107 The Log of the Undine, Part 2: Dieppe to Le Havre (first half) 
17 April 2012 

Extracts from the Bounder’s account which appeared in the Clarion 31 August, through September 

and into October 1895. 

Up and down we wound for five or six hundred feet, until we gained the great Norman plateau, 

and then we drove our Humpers merrily along the straight staring road atwixt the cornfields and 

the orchards, tasting the great strong fragrance of the smiling fertile land. 

At noon we reached Totes (pronounced “Tot”) one long, quaint, drowsy street with an enormous 

old-fashioned hotel (The Swan) An old coaching-inn fallen into desuetude … 

Still, as we bowled along the high Normandy uplands it was very pleasant, if somewhat 

monotonous. 

At Yerville, a long, low, sleepy village, inhabited apparently by one small boy in a mushroom straw 

hat bigger than himself … we found cool shelter at the Lion d’Or … 

Yvetot is deadly … An old dreary town is Yvetot, curiously like a large Cheshire village, with quaint 

old-raftered houses, which the successful inhabitants are pulling down, erecting modern 

contraptions in their place. 

I said last week that the riding of the bike came much easier in France than in England. When I 

inform you that we rode from Yvetot to Havre before breakfast – a distance of 37 miles – you will 

see force of my kontention. We left Yvetot at 7.15 and rode into Havre at 10.30. 

It was a great ride along the staring white roads through the fresh sunny fragrance of the 

morning. With the bare brown ‘lands’ stretching away on either side of you, and the Norman 
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peasants in their baggy blouses and concertina hats walking in to early mass, Normandy, to my 

mind, is the most pleasant, brisk and invigorating part of France. Would that it were not so 

monotonous. 

The Origins of the Clarion Cycling Club and cycling in the 1890s: 108 
‘The Log of the Undine’ Part 3: Dieppe to Le Havre (second half) 
26 April 2012 

More extracts from the Bounder’s account which appeared in the Clarion, 31 August. Through 

September and into October 1895: 

Half way to Havre we came to a place called Bolbec, where we had intended to bait; but – 

It is a sort of small Sheffield, where they have foundries and factories … after the piercing 

clearness and glorious keenness of the tablelands it is like dropping into hell. Only more so. 

It was Sunday morning when we rode through this dull, drab, smear, this frowsy, feculent 

fuliginosity. 

So, 25 miles on in a ‘picturesque little village’ 

…they had tables and chairs brought out from the ‘Chasseurs des Lapins’ cabaret and we 

assimilated 47 litres of rum and milk. 

Approaching Havre we ran into a lot of chaps who had been out all night. They had measured a 

distance of some three or four miles on the road, and were holding a long distance race, the 

competitors riding to and fro, each distance counting a lap. Poor devils, they were baked. Haggard, 

with straining eyeballs, and the perspiration baked upon them, they humped almost blindly along 

after their pacemakers … clothed in bright green, red, and yellow &c ‘as Jockeys‘. 

And finally we came to the Havre End of the distance where we found quite a group of cyclists, 

with a bevy of the fair sex in rationals, grouped upon the wayside waiting for the verdict. 

The Bounder then extolled the wearing of ‘rationals’ and expressed great disdain for the prudish 

attitudes of many English people. Then he turned to Le Havre itself. 

Havre is a fine lively town, with the best system of electric tramways in France. Fine broad streets 

and magnificent public squares, and on this particular Sunday bands were in full blast, and all the 

inhabitants were out in the streaming sunshine. There is no churlish, sour-eyed Puritanism in 

France. 

That was at the end of September. Rejoining the Ondine they proceeded up the Seine to Paris. On 

5 October the Bounder reported reaching ‘the dream city of Rouen, The Capital of Chivalry and 

Romance’. At which point, since there’s no cycling interest any more, we will leave him. At least 

for the moment. 
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109 “The First of the Mohawk-Cans”: A London to Brighton ride 
8 May 2012 

This appeared in the Clarion 21 September 1895. As with the “Log of the Ondine” and other very 

long pieces I’ve left quite a lot out – just retaining what I think we might find interesting 107 years 

later. The awful pun is taken from the fact that Dangle (aka Alex Thompson, the deputy/joint 

editor of the paper, and the writer of the account J.D. S [Suthers?]) were riding a Mohawk 

tandem. 

“The tour to Brighton” 

I met Dangle on the platform of London Bridge Station, and we got ourselves and the tandem on 

the South Eastern train, and arrived safely at Red Hill where the tour really began. As soon as we 

got clear of the crowded streets near the market, we mounted, and pedalled leisurely along 

towards Brighton. The road was fairly level at the start, but directly we turned the corner a 

tremendous hill hove in sight. I suggested walking. Dangle said, “Oh. No; we can ride it easily!” 

And we did ride it, but not easily. We flew along through Horley (six miles) and Crawley (nine 

miles), when I happened to say that we had ridden nine miles without leaving our saddles, and the 

best previous record for the Board was only eight miles, which record was made on the Cambridge 

run. Expecting this news to pull Dangle up at the first House Pursuant, I was much disappointed 

when he only pedalled the merrier and said, “We will put the record in a safe place.” 

I began to think we should not leave the tandem till Brighton was reached; but fortunately a heavy 

shower came down at Hand Cross, and we had to shelter. A good thirteen miles was placed in our 

credit, and the previous record was handsomely smashed. When Dangle got off the tandem, and I 

saw his back, how I did laugh! The perspiration had run from his hat to the very bottom of his 

jacket! I never saw anyone perspire so. He said it was his brains oozing. Fancy brains so soft as to 

come out in that way! 

After seeing Dangle perspire, I can believe the man who told me that he had to leave off cycling 

because on a frosty day the perspiration froze on his hat brim and hung down in icicles an inch 

long. 

We lunched at the Talbot, at Cuckfield, and having ridden eighteen miles we thought we had 

earned the lunch. Leaving Cuckfield and descending a rather steep hill, Dangle lost his pedals, and 

in losing them his big feet kicked my feet off my pedals, and the way that tandem wobbled down 

the hill until I regained them made my stout heart quake. The chief difficulty about riding tandem 

with the Bounder and Dangle is the size of their boots. Both ride in elastic side clump-soled 

walking boots, and my feet have to go more than halfway over the front pedals or my heels are 

caught with their toes. I take small size elevens, whilst Dangle takes sixteens, and the Bounder 

nineteens and then they grumble about the land tax. 

At Patcham with only four miles to go, we had the usual puncture in the back wheel. No Board tour 

would be without a puncture or a burst. Fifteen minutes saw us on our way again, and shortly 

afterwards we rode triumphantly into the Hotel de Gloucester at Brighton. 
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An unusual Clarion badge 
18 May 2012 

From Michael Walker. 

 

110 “The First of the Mohawk-Cans”: A London to Brighton 
ride (continued) 
21 May 2012 

We continue the account of the “tour” on a Mohawk tandem undertaken by Dangle (aka Alex 

Thompson, the deputy/joint editor of the paper) and the writer of the account J.D.S. It is from 

the Clarion, 21 September 1895. Last time we left them arriving at the Hotel de Gloucester 

(whatever happened to that?). Now read on! 

After tea (fancy tea, Bounder) we sampled the Promenade and Pier. 

[Then next morning] We went down to the post office before breakfast for our letters, and found 

there a French cyclist getting a money order cashed. He couldn’t speak a word of English, and both 

he and the P.O seemed grateful for the assistance Dangle was able to render as interpreter. 

111 “The First of the Mohawk-Cans” A London to Brighton ride –
 concluded. 
5 June 2012 

Having made it to Brighton on their Mohawk tandem, and condemned the Pavilion as the “ugliest 

building in England” our intrepid duo have reached Tonbridge Wells (From Clarion, 21 September 

1895) 
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At Tonbridge Wells we had some tea and a plate of beef each at the Carlton Hotel, and they 

charged us the exhorbitant price of 5s 6d. I protested,but they maintained their charge. So I said 

“Alas, poor Carlton! you will never see us more.” 

When we started from Brighton we fully intended riding forward through Tonbridge and Bromley to 

London, but the Beacon had taken all the pushing out of us. Dangle said all down-hills belonged to 

his end of the tandem and all up-hills to mine Hnce he pedalled like a fury down hill, but when the 

tandem had the least drag he tickled me in the fourth rib and said “Your end,old boy.” So when he 

suggested train to New Cross anda ride across London to Tulse Hill I was not loth to fall in with his 

suggestion! How artless I am, and how artful all the members of the Board. This artful dodger took 

me to Tulse Hill — for what, think you ? Why, to teach his wife to ride a bicycle! Mrs Dangle had 

been presented by her husband with a lovely Clarion bicycle. It will soon be the envy of all the 

ladies in the district. After supper we turned out to give Mrs Dangle her first lesson. When I had 

the machine she rode and pedalled beautifully with nary a wobble; but directly Dangle took hold 

she wobbled all over the road. He may be a good man for filling the front p;age but you should 

hear Mrs Dangle’s opinion of him as a teacher of cycling! 

* * * * 

The most striking building in Brighton is the Pavilion. It was built by George IV for one of his lady-

loves. Our fingers itched to throw stones at its hundreds of ugly pinnacles. The building is certainly 

the ugliest in England. 

* * * * 

After consulting maps and guide books innumerable, we decided to return to London via Tonbridge 

Wells and to get clear of Brighton villadom we took the noon train to Lewes. At the station we 

chatted to an unusually well-informed, intellectual, intelligent, superior ticket-collecting porter. He 

knew the road between Lewes and Tonbridge; it was a very level road, not a hill until we reached 

Crowborough, whereas the sixteen miles to Crowborough Beacon is one almost continuous ascent, 

and the Beacon is 800ft. above the sea level. That superior porter had Dangle’s constant blessing, 

and if I could have caught hold of him I would have hurled him from the top of the Beacon right 

into Tonbridge Wells. 

112 A very silly rumour and a sensible cycling journalist 

Sometimes, when one is despairing about the survival of sexism and other stupidities in the 

21st century, it’s good to be reminded that perhaps we have made some progress in the last 

hundred years or so.   Both bits from “Cycling Notes “ in Clarion, 28 September 1895. 

The Bounder’s references to the French rational costume (see 25 April – episode 108. IB) reminds 

me of a rumour lately spread about in Paris that the Prefect of Police intended to issue an order 

prohibiting women from wearing masculine attire. Thereupon the professeurs at the great teaching 

institutions presented a petition to M Lepine praying him not to make his order operative in the 

students’ quarter. The reason they assign is that since the ladies of that district took to wearing 



knickerbockers, whether cycling or not, they had lost all charm for the students, and the latter are 

now attending to their classes and their duties with an assiduity hitherto unknown. 

 A lady writer on one of the American cycling papers uses a new and effective argument in favour 

of the rational dress for ladies. She says, “I don’t know what a man expects as woman to do with 

the yards and yards of material in a skirt, when he himself will hardly ride a yard in his ordinary 

trousers without his trousers clips!” 

113. “Notes to Clarionettes” 
4 July 2012 

Most of the Clarion extracts in this series come from Swiftsure’s “Cycling Notes” which appeared in 

the paper most weeks. Occasionally other cycling-related material catches my eye and I include 

that. One other regular series was “Notes to Clarionettes” which consisted of brief messages from 

and to readers. Sometimes these would include ones along the lines of the two below. Both are 

from the same issue as last time’s extracts – Clarion, 28 September 1895 – and show that Clarion 

Cycling Club activities were by no means confined to Birmingham, Manchester and Bradford but 

were also to be found in – among other places – London. 

S.W.C.C.C. meet at Clapham Common, Balham Corner, on Saturday at 3 30 for a run to 

Westerham. On Sunday, same place, 9 30 for the picnic at Otford, bring your best bikes and your 

best girls. If your girls do not bike, send them on by train, as we intend to let these North Country 

fellows see that they do not monopolise all the pretty girls Tea will be arranged for by Arthur 

Hickmott. We did good business at Limpsfield last Sunday’ 

S. E. London Clarion C.C. Picnic at Otford on Sunday, September 29th. Meet at Bromley station 10 

30. Tea 1/- at 3. 

114. The Bounder gets an invitation and Swiftsure urges participation 
in Manchester Lifeboat Cycling Parade 
17 July 2012 

We left the Bounder a few issues back having a well-earned rest on a boat – the Ondine – heading 

up the Seine from Rouen towards Paris after having cycled from Dieppe to Le Havre. On the way 

he received an invitation from the Birmingham CCC. 

Here is a letter from the O Groomie O, which I read with modified satisfaction as we steamed up 

the silver Seine:- 

Dear Sir, The Brummagen C.C desire the favour of your presence at the second annual P.S.F. – 

periphery swelling function – We want to hold it about the second week in November, konvenient 

to you. 
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The dinner will be held at the Old Royal, a bigger and better place than last time. I suspect the 

man Sutcliffe will be present, also Nero Smith from Leamington, whom we met a fortnight ago, 

after having held a meeting there. He is tres comique. 

Let me know when you can come, so that we may fix the room. We have had “good herbs” this 

summer, and have got things to show you. 

Yours fraternally, 

Tom Groom 

Let the feast be prepared when thou pleasest good Groomie O. ’Tis all one to me so long as the 

Kakes and Klaret wine be forthcoming. Good old Nero. I would dwell upon those features once 

again. And instruct the man Sutcliffe that, as he fancy himself as humperpusher, I am prepared 

not only to knock the stuffing out of him, but to wipe the floor with his remains. 

The same edition of the Clarion – 5 October 1895 – had this announcement and exhortation from 

Swiftsure in his “Cycling Notes” 

The grand cycle parade and carnival, in aid of the Lifeboat funds, in Manchester next Saturday, the 

12 inst is liable to prove one of the finest yet held for that good purpose. … It is hoped the 

Manchester Clarion C.C. will give the public a show of their numbers on that day. They can do it if 

they try. I see that the Birmingham Clarion C.C are becoming quite notorious at this kind of fun. In 

the parade at Redditch last Thursday week they carried away the third prize for muster, while Miss 

Muir secured the prize for best collector’s costume; and Captain Atkinson won a prize for the best 

decorated machine. 

Let the Manchester C.C.C, therefore, try to follow their example. It is in a good cause. 

115 Swiftsure looks forward to the Manchester Cycle Parade 

From “Cycling Notes” 5 October 1895 

The grand cycle parade and carnival , in aid of the Lifeboat funds, in Manchester next Saturday, 

the 12 inst is liable to prove one of the finest yet held for that good purpose. …. It is hoped the 

Manchester Clarion C.C. will give the public a show of their numbers on that day. They can do it if 

they try. I see that the Birmingham Clarion C.C are becoming quite notorious at this kind of fun. In 

the parade at Redditch last Thursday week they carried away the third prize for muster, while Miss 

Muir secured the prize for best collector’s costume; and Captain Atkinson won a prize for the best 

decorated machine. 

Let the Manchester C.C.C, therefore, try to follow their example. It is in a good cause. 

116 Final Preparations for the Manchester Parade and a ride that 

might have suited Jenny or Bob (only!) – had they been around 

then 



As the Manchester  cycle parade approached Swiftsure passed on the following message 

The Secretary of the Manchester C.C.C informs me that his club-notes were just too late for this 

issue of the Scout; and he, therefore, requests me to ask for a big muster tomorrow, Saturday, at 

the Cannon Street Dining Rooms, 58 Cannon Stree, Corporation Street, Manchester. Meet at 4 

o’clock . Dresses – fancy Pierrot – will be there for a large number. 

It is hoped that at least a hundred will turn out, and create a slight sensation among the 

spectators 

Don’t forget to bring your badges, old and new The count for club muster will be by badges 

An illuminated acknowledgement will be presented to every cyclist or collector in costume by the 

Lifeboat Demonstration Commitee. 

The Manchester C.C.C are promoting a 100 mile club run in 10 hours on Sunday, October 

20th,weather permitting. The destination will be Whitchurch The idea of such a run is to develop 

good staying-powers, without the incentive of racing. A small token or special badge will be given 

to all who do the distance in the said time. 

And on 5 October 1895 this appeared in the Clarion 

Sunday next we meet at the coffee tavern, Sale, for the 100 miles tour , at 7 30 a.m. The course 

has not yet been definitely decided upon, but our destination will probably be Whitchurch’ Buck up, 

you ambitious humper-pushers. I am joining on a 76 geared crock to pace some portion of the 

way. 

Yours fraternally, S.McSprinter 

117. Manchester Cycle Parade. A message from “Secretary Reekie” 
28 August 2012 

From Swiftsure’s “Cycling Notes” Clarion, 18 October 1895 

Secretary Reekie sends me the following communication:- 

Dear Swiftsure – Prithee spare me a little space wherein to reply to the false insinuation made by 

the “O Groomie, A.E.L.C.U” in the October Scout that Manchester C.C. are no good at parades. 

Twice only have we joined in parades, the first time in Salford, when without the aid of fancy 

costumes we managed to secure two prizes. On Saturday last we made an effort, and came out 

104 strong to assist in the Manchester Lifeboat Parade, and romped home easy winners of the first 

prize for largest muster. As we marched along the route we were greeted with cries of “Clarion” 

and “Boots”, and our bosums swelled with pride to such an extent that several burst their blouses. 

When formed up in front of the grand stand [sic] at Fallowfield, we looked like a regiment of 

Japanese soldiers, in our broad-brimmed conical hats, with red tufts on top. 
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Brum may waltz in every time (the waltz is a slow, dreamy dance) but Manchester come in with a 

rollicking, galloping polka at the parade business: 

Let Brummagem boast of their tin-pot shows, but i’faith we’ll make ’em rue it; 

If there’s anybody or anything to be done, we are the boys to do it; 

A little bit “extra” we are acknowledged to be at organising camps. 

While at any parade the cake always goes to the Manchester Clarion Scamps. 

We have to thank Brum, however, for suggesting the costumes, and the MacAtkinson for loan of 

specimen. 

118: Swiftsure’s comments on the Manchester Cycle Parade in support of 
Lifeboat funds 

From the Clarion, 19 October 1895. “Cycling Notes”  again 

There may be a wide difference of opinion as to the utility of such parades, especially when got up 

in aid of an institution that most people believe ought to come under the service of the State. 

But since things are as at present I think the Clarion C.C deserves every praise for responding so 

heartily to the appeal for a muster of a hundred. 

Our cause is served by such a turn-out, and although many I know disagree with the business, 

they will admit that it shows with how generous a spirit Socialists regard such matters, and how 

ready we are to lend a helping hand even when we may not approve of the object. 

Just a word of warning to some members of Clarion Cycling Clube, particularly Manchester. 

I don’t like it being said that the Clarion C.Cs are formed for the express purpose of advertising 

the Clarion. And their repeated shouts of “Clarion” when on a run or at cycling parades is giving 

rise to may nasty remarks.; and charges of rowdyism are made against us. 

Now, a little thought will show firstly that the Clarion doesn’t gain by being advertised in this 

manner; and secondly our cause is not served but damaged by it. 

A blink is as good as a nod to a discerning gee-gee. 

119. A response to Manchester from Birmingham’s “O’Groomie O” 
30 September 2012 

On 2 November 1895 came the inevitable response to the challenge of “Secretary Reekie” of 

Manchester CCC in Swiftsure’s “Cycling Notes” of that week. 

By the way Secretary Reekie’s communication in last week’s Clarion called forth the following from 

the “O’Groomie O” 

https://brightonandhoveclarion.wordpress.com/2012/09/30/the-origins-of-the-clarion-cycling-club-and-cycling-in-the-1890s-119-a-response-to-manchester-from-birminghams-ogroomie-o/


BIRMINGHAM CLARION C.C. 

Dear Swiftsure, – Ah! and so the Sandy MacSprint thinks the waltz is “a slow, soft, dreamy dance” 

does he? He ought to have seen it as performed by the Poet and Inseck, at Coventry. It was not 

too slow. 

We had taken two prizes at Coventry, making six in all, and we let ourselves out at the fancy dress 

dance held afterwards. And the waltz is “a slow, dreamy, dance” is it? 

At 4 a.m. we discovered the Poet trying to inflate his tyre with the valve out. At 7 a.m. The Club 

climbed into Birmingham – a weary, wan-eyed, miserable lot of dejected perishers. The dreamy 

waltz! 

We have taken six prizez. Six! Sandy. No we didn’t turn out over a hundred strong. Numbers are 

against us. But the quality! 

However, let that pass. Is your man Sutcliffe prepared to accept our President’s challenge? 

(Clarion, October 12th) 

Our dinner is to be held on Saturday, November 16th. We will turn out and pace our man in easy 

relays. Do you the same, and when you get to Brum see if our dances are of such stuff that 

dreams are made of. 

And, Sandy, don’t you do any more of that doggerel of yours, or we’ll set our Poet on you. 

The “O’Groomie O” 

120: A (final?) – and brief – word on cycling parades 
8 October 2012 

What! Parades again? Yes, just once more, I have the honour to record that the Manchester 

Clarion C.C. won a silver cup for muster at Sale lifeboat parade on Saturday week. I know not the 

size of the cup, or its value, but I am given to understand that the Bounder would probably prefer 

a ‘jug’ to the said ‘cup’ when he was a trifle thirsty! 

121   Manchester Clarion C.C ’s 100 mile run in ten hours (makes your legs 
ache just thinking about it!) 

The end of 1895 is in sight at last!  This comes from Swiftsure’s Cycling Notes of 2 November: 

It may be of interest if I give a few particulars of the 100 miles run in ten hours by the Manchester 

Clarion CC on Sunday week. 

The ride was not promoted with the least idea of racing, but merely to give members the 

opportunity of trying what they could do, and to promote in them an ability to stay a distance 

whenever they desire. 
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Starting from Sale – five miles from Manchester- a course was mapped out through Holmes 

Chapel, Congleton, Crewe, and Nantwich, with several stopping places for rest and food; and the 

time was fixed so that the pace need seldom exceed 12 miles per hour. 

There were 12 starters, one of which was Mrs Bennett, the wife of our sub-captain, riding her 

husband’s machine – in rationals of course. 

The roads were in good condition, and only a slight breeze was perceptible at any ;part of the day. 

The pace was steady so none should lag; the main credit of the ride, in my opinion being, that all, 

or nearly all, should finish who started. However, that desire was not fulfilled., since only four 

finished; but for all that, only two were dropped owing to the pace, the remaining six being left 

behind from various causes, The four who finished took 9 ½ hours to complete the distance, but 

deducting stoppages, the net time was 7 ¾ hours, giving an average of 13 miles per hour. To 

show that this pace must have been kept almost the whole time , I may say that the last 21 miles 

was done in 1 hr 35 min. 

Of the four who finished, one was a youth named Wadsworth, 16 years of age, and another was 

Mrs Bennett, who rode with a determination and grit which stamps her as one of the best lady 

cyclists in the district. 

122. A Seasonal tip on riding in mud (which might have been useful on 20 
October) and more support for “Rationals” 

From Clarion  9 November 1895.  A tip from Swiftsure 

When riding in wet or thick mud, it is advisable to pump your tyres as hard as possible. I have 

always found that a tyre is more apt to slip if it has the least tendency to give, drag or roll. 

And from the same edition 

I should recommend all lady cyclists to carefully read the sensible and well-written “Hints to lady 

riders” in last week’s Cyclers’ News, 

The writer therein mentions the case of a lady, who having just learnt to ride, had the misfourtune 

to have a piece of loose braid in the hem of her dress, and when going down hill one day, , the 

loose braid caught in the pedals. Being a novice she lost her head and nerve, and was badly 

thrown, breaking her arm in addition to other contusions. 

The moral of such a preventable accident as that will be patent to every cycliste who hasn’t yet 

adopted “Rationals”. 

 

 



Oldham Clarion 1897 
29 October 2012 

 

 

A contribution from Michael Walker: 

This is a remarkable piece of cycling memorabilia and probably unique in the true sense of the 

word. The Rules and Fixture Card is dated 1897 and, although there is some wear, it is all 

perfectly legible. The two white marks are where the paper has worn through to the linen but are 

not torn. 

All the officers of the club are listed from the Captain down to the 2 Auditors. The Saturday Runs 

are listed along with the Sunday Runs with a space in the middle for Memoranda. There are some 

pen marks by some dates and a certain amount of foxing. However this is an amazing item of 

great age and great interest. The Club Headquarters were at the Roebuck Hotel, Kings Street. 
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123. Clarion cycling clubs take off 
20 November 2012 

Clarion cycling clubs had been springing up all over the place throughout 1895. Swiftsure’s notes 

from 9 November give some idea of how they had – and were continuing – to spread. 

A Clarion C.C has been started in Hammersmith; meeting place Temperance Hall, Cambridge 

Road, Tuesdays 9 p.m. The secretary is H Cailay, 23, Fulham Palace Road, S.W. All unattached 

Clarionettes are invited to join. 

I notice in this month’s issue of The Scout – which I think is the best we have had yet – that there 

are reports from only eight Clarion cycling clubs. What’s the matter with the other thirty? Surely 

they have some news, even though the riding season is over. 

I scarcely think club secretaries realise how much interest can be awakened and a stimulus given 

to their work by the insertion of even the most common-place events through such a circulating 

medium as The Scout. 

I am always willing – in the limited space at my command – to insert items of general interest or 

urgency in this column, but since The Scout is the recognised medium for the clubs, it should be 

worked and assisted to that end by all the methods and means at command. 

I am hoping in the near future to see the National Clarion Cycling Club the most powerful body of 

its kind in the kingdom and my efforts will always be towards that end and aim. 

124. A “grate nite” in Birmingham 

On the eve of the Birmigham Clarion’s 2nd annual feast Swiftsure told readers: 

The “function” of the year will take place in Birmingham tomorrow, or in other words the second 

annual dinner of the Birmingham Clarion C.C will be held at the Olde Royal, at which members of 

the Clarion board and other invited guests will assist. It will be a “grate nite”. 

Then on the 29 November the following appeared: 

T’was my after impression of the great Birmingham function last Saturday that it was the deuce of 

a long way to travel for five hours jollity. But it was well worth it! In fact the whole affair was too 

grand for words; and by the time the last course was removed, I felt like a bloated capitalist in 

more senses than one! My further impressions are the Bounder is a “great” speaker and the most 

original chairman I have seen. But he doesn’t like the office so don’t let any be led into attempting 

to emulate the Birmingham club, by asking him to be chairman or president at any other function. 

The whole affair reflected the highest credit on the officers and members of the Birmingham 

Clarion Cycling Club. 
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After which space for the O’Groomie O 

125. The O Groomie O’s account of the “grate nite” in Birmingham 
19 December 2012 

From The Clarion, 23 November 1895 

Birmingham Clarion C.C, 

Once more the premier club raises its noble head with a look of fire, and a heart full swelled, and 

once more the braggart upstart C.C.Cs “have paled their ineffectual fires”. 

The Second Annual Perifery Swelling function was the occasion. The Sandy McSprint, Swiftsure, 

and the Man Sufcliffe gazed on the scene and were subdued. They felt how idle had been their 

miserable boast of superiority of numbers. They felt they were in the presence of quality. The 

other clubs, Derby, Uttoxeter, Kidderminster, Wolverhampton and Coventry were also properly 

impressed. 

The whole of the Board, with the exception of Nunquam, Mont Blanc, Dangle, Whiffley Puncto, and 

Candid Friend, was there. The feast was a most gorgeous one, and the company, inspired by the 

presence of the Bounder, did it justice. 

But the “smoker”, ah, that was great. Nero Smith of the Leamington tripe shop caused a gentle 

beam to spread. Whilst Reekie, Adeler, Liebman and others kept the joy full sweet. 

We had a magnificent time, and we all went home too full for words. The other clubs are going to 

follow once more in the wake of the “Premier” and hol did their dinners likewise. May they all be as 

successful 

THE O’ GROOMIE O 

126. Manchester festivities – and more advice on winter riding 
from Swiftsure 
4 January 2013 

From The Clarion, 23 November 1895 

I am asked to call the attention of Manchester Clarion cyclists to the Pendlebury and Swinton 

Clarion C.C’s fancy-dress ball next Saturday November 30. The object is to clear a debt on the 

Labour Hall. The Pierrot costumes used at the parade will be worn, Tickets, 1s each, may be had 

from G. Bennett, 24, Corby Street, West Gorton, or from C.C Reekie, 352B, Mill Street, Bradford, 

Manchester. 

And from 7 December 1895 
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Those who ride much in dirty weather should take care to protect well the bearings of the pedals 

and the bottom of the head…….I have adopted a means of protecting them which will probably be 

effective….I have simply filled the bearings and covered the balls with my preparation of anti-rust, 

which is specially made so that it cannot run to oil. 

To be sure the pedals do not revolve freely but, but that is of little account, since I feel almost 

certain that no wet will penetrate now. 

127. More Manchester festivities 
16 January 2013 

This appeared in Swiftsure’s “Cycling Notes” on 7 December 1895 “Mont Blong” was Blatchford’s 

brother Montagu, but I don’t know who “Clarionette” was 

The following communication from the Manchester Clarion C. C needs no comment. But I may add 

that I hope the surrounding Clarion C.Cs will make an effort to attend the dinner, so as to make 

the company as representative as possible. The tickets are limited at 200, and early application is 

therefore necessary since there is little doubt that number could easily be disposed of in 

Manchester alone. 

Take heed all who ride on wheels, and claim allegiance to ye Clarion Cycling Club of Manchester 

and district. The first annual B.B.B of the Manchester C.C.C will be held on Saturday. December 14 

at Mosley Hotel, Piccadilly, Dinner at 6 p.m. All good Clarionettes and sociable Socialists (ladies 

especially) are cordially invited. We should like to see some of the comrades from Hyde, 

Oldham  Bolton, Liverpool &c whom we met at camp. What say Bradford? Too far? Roads bad! 

Then come by L& Y rails; it may be slower but it’s easier and cleaner. Birmingham will be 

represented by the O’ Groomie O, MacAtkinson and the Insect. These er- er  well, men are coming 

to scoff, but will stay to weep – with envy. Manchester Club all quantity, no quality, eh? We deny 

the allegation, and defy the alligators. Look o’er the following preliminary programme and weep.- 

Five course dinner and a fit of indigestion for 

Two Shillings 

Antidote for indigestion for “Nowt” 

Recipe for said antidote 

Penny reading by the Bounder 

Subject “His Book” 

The penny will be charged on everyone 

attempting to leave the room 

We expect to clear our expenses on this item by 

clearing the room 

Pianoforte solo by Clarionette, who will twiddle  the keys, 

with his well-known ease, in a 

manner that is sure to please 

Clarion Glee Club will give selections from the best composers. 
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O’Groomie O will perform his great feat of smiling 

in seven different styles simultaneously 

Sandy Macsprint will sing 

“Three Blind Mice” 

(Fact) 

Mont Blong will make a few remarks (sarcastic) 

128. Swiftsure’s brief report on the Manchester festivities 

From Clarion 21 December 1895 

I suppose Secretary Reekie will give a full, true, and particular account in next month’s Scout of 

the great dinner and concert of the Manchester and District Clarion C.C., at the Mosley Hotel, last 

Saturday.  In the meantime, I can refer readers to this week’s Cyclers’ News for an account of the 

function. And at the same time I may say that the local representatives of the Cyclers’ News, the 

brothers H and J Williams contributed in no small degree to the success of the evening by their 

fine singing and reciting.As for our other entertainers -particularly J. Pitt-Hardacre – well, all I 

need say is they were tip-top, and further enlargement I’ll leave to Reekie 

129 A Second Easter Meet? 
11 February 2013 

Within a few years the Clarion Easter Meet had become the established event it still is. But at the 

end of 1895 and the beginning of 1896 that still lay ahead. There had been the very successful 

meet at Ashbourne – but should that be a precedent for another? And if so, where should it be 

held? 

As so often it was Tom Groom who took the initiative. In the 21 December 1895 edition of 

the Clarion Swiftsure introduced a letter from him in the “Cycling Notes” regular feature. 

I commend the following from the O’Groomie O to the earnest attention of the Clarion Cycling 

Clubs. I am willing to find what space I can for the discussion of the subject mentioned, and hope 

to receive suggestions at an early date 

Let us have some life thrown into our cycling clubs. There is plenty of scope! 

Dear Swiftsure  – When Manchester has sufficiently recovered from the shameful guzzling, and 

when the other clubs have got over the highly-coloured and whitewashed account of the feed 

which the MacReekie is sure to send in; when I say, this is so, perhaps it will be as well for the 

clubs to discuss the next annual meeting. 

The Scout doesn’t come out often enough to discuss the matter in it, so I think it would be a good 

thing if you will allow your column to be used for this purpose. There is none too much time, so let 

the clubs look at it. 
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Birmingham’s words of wisdom will be found in the October Scout. We suggest that 1) the meeting 

should be held at Easter 2) the meeting should be a delegate one with proportional representation, 

3) the meeting-place should be as central as possible, 4) the agenda should be published in the 

previous Scout and no other business taken, Our reasons for these suggestions will be found in the 

October Scout. 

Will other comrades please get to this matter, 

THE O’ GROOMIE O 

130: Cycling in the Clarion in context and a New Year toast. 

Now we’ve reached 130 in our series of extracts from the Clarion and nearly reached the beginning 

of 1896 in the paper, it seems like a good time to remind everyone a little about the paper as a 

whole to give a better idea of how cycling and Swiftsure’s cycle notes in particular fitted in with the 

paper as a whole. 

The Clarion, frequently described as the most successful socialist paper in Britain, had been 

started at the end of 1891 by Robert Blatchford – already a well-known journalist – and a group of 

friends and colleagues. It came out weekly and was pretty closely packed with a wide variety of 

material of many kinds – probably enough to last many readers for the whole week. The basic 

stance of the paper was that while we should be campaigning as hard as possible for radical 

change, it was equally important in the meantime to involve ourselves in mutually supportive 

activities that helped to make life now more pleasant – or at least more bearable. Hence the 

cycling clubs and many other activities centred on the theatre, choirs, field clubs (don’t know 

exactly what they got up to) glee clubs – and basically anything that enough readers enjoyed and 

lent itself to promoting the fellowship which William Morris had insisted was “life” – a slogan the 

Clarion CCC were to adopt. Hence also the stress on helping with good causes and promoting 

“Cinderalla Clubs” that went in for taking deprived children on trips to the seaside and similar 

treats. 

There were always lots of one-off articles on current issues, of course, but also a number of 

regular – though not always weekly – features. If we take the edition of 21 December 1895 as our 

example we find among the “regulars” NOTES FROM THE FRONT which comprised local political 

reports that had been sent in. This particular issue included news of a Brighton branch of the ILP 

chaired by Councillor Will Evans – a well-known figure on the left in Brighton for many years. I 

have a poster from May 1917 advertising a meeting celebrating the Russian Revolution (the 

February/March one) at which he is one of the supporting speakers. The main ones were Robert 

Williams and Sylvia Pankhurst. 

Then there’s OUR WOMAN’S LETTER, THE BOUNDER HOMEWARD HUMPS HIS WAY, CHILDREN’S 

LETTER, CLARION BALLADS, THE CLARION POSTBAG, STAGELAND, a version of A CHRISTMAS 

CAROL by “Citizen” NOTES ABOUT BOOKS, and GLEANINGS. among others. 



I hope that helps to contextualise these cycling related extracts a bit. Anyone with access to 

Sussex University library can read the Clarion (1891-1914) on microfilm for themselves. 

At the end of 1895, in the 28 December issue, appeared, in the “Cycling Notes” something I wish 

I’d come across in time to put it in one of our own Christmas or New Year issues 

Let this be our Christmas and New Year toast and greeting “May the coming season bring us 

greater joy than the past, and may all those who know not the pleasure of cycling live to acquire, 

like us, the means to do so. Health and luck to all.” 

131. More ideas for a 2nd Easter Meet 
14 March 2013 

At the beginning of 1896 nothing had been decided about the possibility of a second Easter Meet – 

not even whether there should be one – and if so, whether it should be at Easter or later. Tom 

Groom (aka the O Groomie O) wrote on behalf of Birmingham Clarion CC suggesting that the time 

had come to make a decision (see episode 129) His letter appeared in the Clarion on 21 December 

1895. The following week Swiftsure reported: 

Respecting the invitation  of the O’Groomie O for suggestions from Clarion Cycling Clubs re the 

Easter meet, the Manchester and District C.C.C. have resolved to support the proposal that the 

meet be at Easter, and that it is a delegate meeting only as far as business is concerned; but that 

it be a meet for pleasure and intercourse between any cyclists who choose to attend the 

rendezvous.   

The place proposed by the Manchester Club is Bakewell, in Derbyshire, because it is the most 

central for the majority of our Clarion Cycling Clubs, being only 60 miles from Birmingham, 70 

miles from Bradford, 68 miles from Halifax, 35 miles from Nottingham, 26 miles from Derby, 34 

miles from Manchester and 65 miles from Liverpool.   

The places of interest for which it is the centre are Haddon Hall, Chatsworth Hall, Buxton, Monsall 

Dale, Miller’s Dale, Matlock and the Derwent Valley.   

Remembering what beautiful weather we had last year at our Easter meet at Ashbourne, I think 

the suggestion most excellent.   

It need only be said that in order for cyclists to enjoy such a spot thoroughly, every rider would 

need an efficient brake on his machine.   

SWIFTSURE 

This appeared in “Cycling Notes” of the Clarion, 4 January 1896. 
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Re suggestions for the meet of Clarion cycling clubs for which I offered to find space in this column 

(I’m afraid it’s a column and a half now), “Pedaller” chips in with the following on behalf of the 

Bradford Club.:- 

We believe that the object of the meet should be to get as many men together as possible, for we 

are sure everyone who was at Ashbourne felt the benefit of having rubbed shoulders with such a 

jolly, earnest lot as were gathered there.  Why waste time discussing things that can be thrashed 

out at home?  Let all the suggested places and date of meet be brought before each club, and 

voted upon and the results compiled.  When totalled, the result would be  bound to give 

satisfaction. When the agenda for the meet is ready let that also be treated the same way.. We 

suggest Skipton as the place of the meeting because it is central for the largest number of clubs. 

Those clubs extreme North and South could train part and ride the rest. We think Easter is too 

early because few riders are in fit condition for a long ride. 

Before commenting upon “Pedaller’s” suggestion,I should like to hear what some of the other clubs 

have got to say on the question. 

This topic concerns Hanley, Liverpool, London, Newcastle, Oldham, Rochdale and many other 

Clarion clubs equally with Bradford and Manchester, and I hope to hear soon from them. 

But stay,! Perhaps this month’s Scout may contain some suggestions from these clubs.; so I will 

hie me to my newsagent and purchase one. 

More join the discussion. Clarion 13 January 1896 from Swiftsure’s “Cycling Notes” 

About the annual meet of Clarion clubs. I have received communications from the secretaries of 

the Birmingham and Nottingham C.C.Cs intimating 

their club’s approval of Bakewell as the place of meeting.   

The Nottingham secretary also informs me that their late secretary, J. Cannam, has now left town, 

but before leaving a special meeting of the club was called, and he was presented with a 

handsome writing-desk as a token of their appreciation of the good work he has done for the club. 

  Mr. Geo. Tetley, 28, Middleton Street, Nottingham, is now the secretary   

*     *     * 

The Secretary of the Bristol C.C.C who address me as “Swiftsure (great and only one and 

indivisible)” – I wonder if that is meant as flattery, or what? – sends me the following 

communication: 

  “Bristol C.C.C are of the opinion that though the North Pole may appear as a suitable 

rendezvous for those who live  within 30 or 40 miles thereof, Stratford-on-Avon is more central for 

the inhabitants of a little village called London and the rest of England – i.e. Bristol. After all 

Manchester bounce about their members &c, do they want to ride a puny 34 miles; why we could 

walk that on our hands! Still we don’t want to set a record of 150 miles before Brum and the 



Bounder.’ The places of interest for which Stratford is the centre are the birthplace of a man called 

Shakespeare of whom they may have heard, a great friend of Dangle’s! It was once the scene of a 

‘Board Beano’ Fuzzers’ Arms and other attractions too numerous to mention.” 

Following this effusion, the secretary of the S.E. London C.C.C writes suggesting Kenilworth as a 

suitable place for the meet, because he says “we can’t get to Bakewell in the few days at our 

disposal ; and so it is with the other London clubs.”   

So far there are four places suggested for the meet, Bakewell, Skipton, Kenilworth and Stratford; 

but few ideas have yet been expressed whether it should take place at Easter or Whit-week. I 

think the best way would be to take a vote on the two points – date and place – in each of the 

clubs, as suggested by “Pedaller,” last week although there is still plenty of time and room for 

further comments and suggestions and I await more. 

132. Swiftsure objects to the Clarion CCs being “turned into another 
semi-political organisation” and the debate on a second Easter 
Meet continues 
30 April 2013 

One frequently gets the impression that the early Clarion Cycling Clubs and everyone involved in 

them spent much of their time on rides shouting slogans, sticking up posters, and holding 

impromptu meetings in the villages they passed through. Such things did happen. But not 

everyone – especially everyone at the Clarion itself – approved of such an approach. You may 

recall that back in “episode 68” (see previous website) we had Blatchford himself in the Clarion 1 

June 1895 cautioning that:- 

I see that the Candid One in the Scout, approves of the fashion of sticking Socialist labels on 

things. 

I must say that I don’t like the idea and never did. If I saw any kind of labels – Socialist, religious 

or what not – stuck on the rocks and trees, I am sure I should not be pleased. 

And here is “Swiftsure” in his “Cycling Notes” of 18 January 1896 in a similar vein 

The Nottingham C.C.C send me word that owing to the Annual conference of the I.L.P.being held 

at Nottingham next Easter, they wish to suggest that the annual meet of the Clarion Clubs shall be 

held in their town.    

I don’t know what the various clubs will think of the suggestion, but, personally, although I am a 

member of the I.L.P. I should oppose it. The situation is excellent, no doubt but I object to the 

C.C.Ss being turned into another semi-political organisation. We might as well form Clarion cricket, 

football, or golf clubs, and endeavour to make those mediums for militant Socialist propaganda. 

Even on the grounds of tactics for the propagation of Socialism  I question the benefit of meeting 

at Nottingham. However, it is not for me to say what shall be done, but for  the clubs. 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The Southern Federation of Scouts write suggesting two meetings, one in the South, say at 

Oxford, and one in the North at Whitsuntide, when the same agenda could be discussed at both 

meetings.   

There is something to be said for such a proposal. I think it would be well now if the National 

Committee were to step in and let us know what they think of the proposals already made. After 

all,the decision of affairs and arrangements must be left in their hands, and I haven’t the least 

desire to abrogate their duties.  

As last time, from “Cycling Notes” in  the Clarion, 18 January 1896 

BIRMINGHAM CLARION C.C. 

Dear Swiftsure – Will you please mention in your column that the Birmingham club is to float 

gracefully about in the dreamy waltz, also foot it featly in the  merry polka, likewise trip it 

trippingly in the lancers, and various other things, on Wednesday 22nd at the Wretham Road 

rooms. The advertisment column will give particulars 

On Saturday 29th we shall hold a “smoker” at the Club Rooms, Knock’s Hotel, Church Street, 

Colmore Row. Whiffly Punctlo and Clarionette will be there, and a galaxy of talent,including 

Herbert Harvey, Birmingham’s premier entertainer &c &c, &c 

Yours fraternally 

THE GAUNT ONE. 

133. More social activities in Manchester 
3 June 2013 

Last time we had the “Gaunt One’s” report of social activities of the Birmingham Clarion. In the 

same 18 January, 1896 edition Swiftsure continued: 

 Ah! But Birmingham cannot be allowed to have all the fun. Secretary Reekie informs me that on 

Saturday, 26 inst., there will be a supper and a concert at the headquarters of the Manchester 

Clarion Club, Central Restaurant, Lower Mosley Street. Tickets 1/- each, may be had from the 

committee. 

Another item I should like to mention in connection with the  Manchester Club. Reekie has written 

a pantomime or melodrama (he says it may be either) on the well-worn subject of Cinderella, and 

it will be given in the Labour Church, Booth Stree East, Oxford Road, on Saturday February 1st, 

tickets 6d each. 

The proceeds are in aid of the funds of the Cinderella Committee*. So roll up, ye Clarion cyclists 

and critical critics! It’s in a good cause! You are sure of some fun and good singing. Oh, I forgot 

that Miss Pankhurst** will take the part of Cinderella, while various other well-known persons 
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outside the theatrical world  will assist in the production.   The Pantomime will be mounted on a 

scale never before -&c, &c. 

For further particulars apply at the entrance of the Labour Church*** at 7. 30 on February 1st. 

Attend in your thousands! 

SWIFTSURE 

An ad. for The Scout on the same page includes in its content list for  current edition “How to 

form and work a Cinderella Club”*  * Cinderella Clubs were promoted by the Clarion. As the 

name suggests they were devoted to taking underprivileged children on seaside trips or giving 

them other treats. Perhaps we should think about reviving them? 

** Having edited a book about her with her son Richard Pankhurst many years ago I would like to 

think that this was Sylvia P. But she would have been only 13 at this time and, as all readers of 

Jane Austen know, “Miss” whatever was normally used to designate the eldest daughter. So I 

guess it must have been Christabel. 

*** There was a close connection between the Clarion, its cycling clubs (notice how often the local 

Labour church appears in connection with the Birmingham and other clubs) and the ILP in the 

1890s. Not to be confused with the various brands of Christian socialism the Labour Church had 

been started by a Unitarian minister, John Trevor, in 1891. Its stance was that the principles and 

ideals of the Labour movement constitued a religion (or at least a spiritual philosophy) in 

themselves. It flourished throughout the 1890s but declined quit quickly after that. See Mark 

Bevir, “The Labour Church Movement,/2 1891-1902” Journal of British Studies, April 1999. 

134. Clarion badges and more support for Bakewell for 2nd Easter 

Meet   
13 June 2013 

From Swiftsure’s “Cycling Notes” Clarion 25 January 1896 

My correspondent “Collier” also wishes to know where the National  Clarion badge can be 

obtained. I believe it can be had from the  Clarion office, 72, Fleet Street, London E.C. price 1s, 

or, post free  1s 2d . 

* * * 

I have received the following communications respecting the annual  meet of the Clarion Clubs:- 

CLARION C,C, (POTTERIES BRANCH) 

Dear Swiftsure 

At a meeting of the C.C.C. Held this week the annual  “meet” was discussed. The members were 

https://brightonandhoveclarion.wordpress.com/2013/06/13/the-origins-of-the-clarion-cycling-club-and-cycling-in-the-1890s-133-clarion-badges-and-more-support-for-bakewell-for-2nd-easter-meet-%e2%80%a8/
https://brightonandhoveclarion.wordpress.com/2013/06/13/the-origins-of-the-clarion-cycling-club-and-cycling-in-the-1890s-133-clarion-badges-and-more-support-for-bakewell-for-2nd-easter-meet-%e2%80%a8/
https://brightonandhoveclarion.wordpress.com/2013/06/13/the-origins-of-the-clarion-cycling-club-and-cycling-in-the-1890s-133-clarion-badges-and-more-support-for-bakewell-for-2nd-easter-meet-%e2%80%a8/


unanimous in supporting Bakewell as the best place for the “meet” and Easter as the best time for 

 holding same. Bakewell for the “meet” on account of its central  position from north and south. 

(of course it is impossible to suit all,  but we think it will suit the majority); and Easter for the 

time, on  account of its being convenient for most members of clubs getting two  or three days 

liberty, whereas at Whitsun or other time most towns  only have one day’s cessation. Bakewell 

only being a small place  other means than “pubs” will have to be adopted for accommodation.  

There are a few small villages close to, where probably accommodation  could be found. The 

Volunteers* are stationed there too at Easter, in  the town hall mostly. The scenery in the district 

is charming, and  will fully repay all who go if it be decided upon. 

Yours fraternally, 

Wm. Lawton, Sec. P.C.C.C. 

18 Windsor Street, Hanley 

* The Volunteers were a citizen army created in 1859 during a war scare about a possible invasion 

by Napoleon III. They were a colourful lot – for instance, in Nottingham Castle museum you can 

see the Lincoln green (naturally) uniforms of the local Volunteers – the Robin Hood Rifles. (And I 

always thought he used a bow and arrow!) They were reorganised into the Territorial Army in 

1907. 

135. Oldham CCC and “the ladies races at Olympia.” 

Two more items from “Cycling Notes” 25 January 1896. 

Oldham C.C C Jan..18 ’96 

Dear Swiftsure – Our members wish you to insert the following suggestions in your notes next 

week – 

1. We are in favour of Bakewell being the place for Easter meet. 

2. That the business meeting be a delegate meeting. 

3. That the agenda be supplied to clubs as early as possible. 

Yours fraternally, Thos. E. Massey 

Swiftsure’s comment on the cycle racing organised by the NCU (National Cyclists’ Union) which for 

half a century or more was the main organiser of competive cycling in Britain. 

The ladies races at Olympia are said to be as good sport as those for the opposite sex.. And it is 

quite certain they ride with a determination to win that delights the spectators immensely. Despite 

the amusement and horror of good old Mrs. Grundy, it is evident that ladies races have come to 

stay, and the N.C.U. might as well make up its mind to that effect, and endeavour to secure 

control over them. 



136 More on the 2nd Easter Meet 

From “Cycling Notes”  Clarion,  4 February 1896 

About the Easter Meet of Clarion Clubs, the Derby and Chesterfield Clubs write expressing their 

approval of Bakewell  as the meeting place. Derby also intimate that they would prefer it to be at 

Whitsuntide,because for one reason their “honourable secretary”, G H Grundy, has to undergo 

three days penal servitude at the Nottingham I.L.P Conference at Easter. 

However, further discussion of the question will  now be unnecesaray in view of the 

following  communication I have received:- 

The National committee have practically decided that the annual cyclists meet shall be at Bakewell 

during the Easter holidays  Further particulars will be given in the March “Scout”  and Bakewell 

readers are requested to consult this week’s “Notes to Clarionettes” 

“Notes to Clarionettes”  was another regular feature of the paper  Heading the column on the week 

in question is a long note beginning with the statement quoted from Swiftsure’s “Cycling 

Notes”  that the majority of clubs were in favour of Bakewell and Easter. The first part is clearly 

addressed to a much wider audience than Bakewell Clarionettes. 

As to the agenda for a business meeting at Bakewell, the National Committee will not prepare one 

on their own responsibility.  If the various clubs have any business of sufficient importance to 

bring forward,and will give due notice of it, the committee will make the necessary arrangementss, 

otherwise they think the purpose sought may be gained by personal intercourse and interchange 

of ideas. Clarionettes in Bakewell and district should write to J.D. Sutcliffe (Derbyshire Lane, 

Stretford, Manchester) at once, as their assistance will be invaluable” 

Then it repeats the bit about details in the Scout. 

137. More Manchester jollifications 
24 July 2013 

From “Cycling Notes” Clarion, 4 February 1896 

The Manchester Club spent an enjoyable evening last Saturday, when a  supper and concert 

(including a lantern lecture by Comrade Holt of  Salford, assisted by various other interlocutors, 

&c- very much and  cetera) was held at the club’s town quarters, the Central Restaurant. 

 Bradford sent a contingent of about eight Clarionettes, who appeared  to enjoy the fun 

immensely.  

138. The Birmingham “Swarry” 
8 August 2013 

From “Cycling Notes” Clarion, 4 February 1896 
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BIRMINGHAM CLARION C. C. 

 Dear Swiftsure – We held our annual swarry on Wednesday last, and a great success it was. In 

point of numbers we were few, but – oh! so  very select. And the amount of “tone” we got into 

that dance was  astonishing. It really was. The Cheery One looked in on us, and seemed 

satisfied that we were doing well. 

 But our free “smoker” on Saturday was the thing. We had a splendid  programme, and passed 

one of the jolliest nights we have ever given, Whiffly Puncto was in the chair, and had Clarionette 

to back him up.  Whiffly makes a fine chairman. 

 “It was a very good concert,” said Clarionette to Whiffly. “Yes,” said  Whiffly, “Very! I 

remember when I was staying with my friend the  Duke.” “Rats!” said Clarionette. 

 

139. Reports from Liverpool and the Potteries 

23 August 2013 

Two messages to Swiftsure that appeared in his column on 16 February 1896: 

Dear Swiftsure 

Room for Liverpool C.C. C. please! Will you kindly announce that a well-attended meeting of this 

C.C.C. passed a resolution supporting Bakewell as the place for the annual meet, and Easter as the 

most suitable time. Will those cycling  Clarionettes in this district  who delight to blush unseen 

signify the same by communicating with the underssigned, when they will hear something to their 

advantage? 

Fraternally yours, WM.BEVAN, HON SEC,  248, Crown Street, Liverpool. Jan 30, 1896. 

 Dear Swiftsure 

The Potteries Branch of the Clarion C.C will bloom again with the season, and all readers of the 

Clarion in this district will be specially welcomed. We would like to make the club 100 strong, as 

suggested by Comrade Sutcliffe in the annual report of the clubs in the “Scout” and which we 

believe to be quite possible. 

 W.LAWSON Potteries Clarion C.C. 10, Windsor Street, Hanley, February 1st 1896. 
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140. An invitation from Stockton Clarion and a report from Manchester 
10 September 2013 

From Swiftsure’s “Cycling Notes” Clarion, 7 March 1896 

The Secretary of the Stockton Clarion C.C  J.Baker, 6,Garbutt Street, informs me that a meeting of 

his club will be held in the Labour Club, Norton Road, on March 17th at 7 30 p.m., to which all 

local Clarion cyclists are cordially invited. 

Last Saturday evening saw the Manchester and District Clarion C.C engaged in their first 

dance, Dear Swiftsure – which was held in the Tuer Street Schools, Oxford Road. All present voted 

it a big success, though for my part I prefer to reduce my avoir dupoids by cycling. As one of the 

M.Cs I found it much harder work than walltzing round on a bicycke. 

The openning run of the club will take place tomorrow (Saturday) to Fred Vickers’ Coffee Tavern, 

Sale, where a social will afterwards be held. Members and friends are particularly requested to join 

in the run or afterwards at the social. 

141 The Easter Meet – suggestions from Manchester – and a rare error 
by Swiftsure 
25 September 2013 

From Swiftsure’s “Cycling Notes” Clarion, 11-14 March 1896 

With respect to the approaching Easter meet of the Clarion Clubs at Bakewell the following 

advertisment is appearing in the local papers: 

Bakewell – Clarion Cycling Clubs visit Bakewell at Easter. Persons having lodgings to let, send 

address and terms to ‘Clarion,’ 56, Derbyshire Lane, Stretford. 

The National Committee tell me they have only received suggestions for the business meeting 

from the Manchester Club and ask me to print these in my column. I have pleasure in doing so. 

They are as follows;- 

The Manchester and District Clarion Cycling Club request the National Committee to place the 

following proposals on the agenda for discussion at the meet of the Clarion C.Cs at Bakewell . 

1. That the present National Clarion Club shall be superseded by a Federation of Clarion Clubs. 

2. That the present conference proceed to the election of a secretary and committee to carry out 

the work of the above federation. 

3. That each club pay an affiliation fee of 1d per member per annum, to the maintenane of the 

Federation Committee. 

4. That the committee shall draw up a code of rules to be submitted to the various clubs for 
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approval. 

5. They shall issue also, as soon as possible, a guide book and directory for the use of members on 

tour, who may require accommodation. 

6.The committee shall arrange for national sports and time trials, and the giving of prizes for the 

latter. 

7. Also get together a loan collection of photographic slides for the use of those clubs who may be 

having a social – the object being to give us an insight into each other’s doings. 

I received a communication from the Wolverhampton Clarion C,C. a short time back, which has 

unfortunately been misplaced. I trust the ommission will be excused, and hope to hear from the 

secetary shortly. 

142  Getting to the Bakewell Meet. 

On 21 March 1896, as the second Easter Meet approached Swiftsure included the following advice 

on how to get to Bakewell in his  “Cycling Notes”: 

The wretched weather of late will have disappointed many who were hoping to get into something 

like riding form before Easter. And I am afraid the approaching meet of Clarion cyclists at Bakewell 

will severely try many who purpose cycling there.  However, the railways can always be utilised if 

athe distance is too great, and I have hopes that in point of numbers and enthusiasm the meet will 

exceed that Ashbourne last year. For the benefit of the various Clarion C.Cs Mr Sutcliffe , of the 

National Committee, has drawn out the following particulars of the routes to Bakewell from the 

several towns along with other information which should prove highly useful; and I should advise 

all interested to copy or cut them out  for reference when necessary 

Next week Mr Sutcliffe will give further particulars of the arrangements for the meet. 

HOW TO GET TO BAKEWELL 

From Birmingham  – Litchfield 16 miles, Burton 12,  Derby 11, Belper, 6, Matlock 9, Bakewell, 9 

total 62 miles 

From Bradford – Huddersfield 10 miles, Fenay Bridge 2, Shipley 4, Penistone 5,  Worley 3, 

Wadsley Bridge 4, Sheffield 3, Totley 6, Owler Bar,3, Baslow 5, Edensor 2, Bakewell 2,: total 49 

miles 

Similar details were then given for Hyde, Leeds, Liverpool, Stoke, Manchester, (choice of 4 routes 

some easier)  Too long to include it all but here are a few key quotes . None of the routes look like 

ones Fred would enjoy – and he wouldn’t be alone.  Good advice about brakes – all bikes were 

fixed wheel in those days; hence reference to back-pedalling. 

”From the above all clubs can easily find their way into the best road” 

”All the roads leading from the North leading to Bakewell are very hilly” 



”Bakewell is only 450 feet above the sea whilst two miles outside at Buxton the road reaches a 

level of 1,400 feet, and this is the highest point on any of the sketch routes here indicated.” 

Hills around Sheffield 

 “will be good climbing even for Yorkshiremen” 

The piece ends 

“Brakes on machines are a necessity for all but the most expert back pedallers  and all should try 

to ride only in daylight” 

143. Liverpool Clarion’s plans 
24 October 2013 

The following was included in the Clarion 21 March 1896 Cycling Notes 

Dear Swiftsure 

   

I have pleasure in sending you our fixture list for season ’96. You will observe that we have the 

date for the Manchester camp wrong, which is the fault of the Manchester Club sending us the 

wrong date.   

I am glad to say that most of the old members of the clob have “’gain weighed in” and new ones 

are joining also.   

We open proceedings on the 21st inst. with a tea and a social at Hunt’s Cross; this is not a 

guzzling “do” (down, Manchester!), but music and song will be greatly in evidence. Clarionettes 

are invited; for train times see advt. Column. 

  In the last issue of the Clarion I notice among the proposals for agenda from the Manchester 

Club was one dealing with a loan collection of photographic slides. But I would fancy that one 

collection would be insufficient to meet the demand. Would it not be possible for a number of our 

clubs to possess a collection of their own, and to plan a system of exchange between one another? 

Is there not enough photographers amongst us to make the thing possible? Perhaps those 

interested will give their opinion,   

I am giving my views upon the matter at length in next month’s Scout, if the editor published 

them. 

  

Fraternally   

W BEVAN   Hon Sec 

 



144. Newcastle CCC prepares for the 1896 “season” 
6 November 2013 

From the Clarion 28 March 1896 Cycling Notes 

NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE CLARION C.C   

This club will be pleased to enrol new members for the coming season, and arrange inter-club 

runs. They will also feel gratified if Clarionettes in the immediate district will forward us notice of 

any opportunity of attending places where meetings have been arranged and literature may be 

distributed. 

  Our opening run will be to Durham (on Good Friday) headquarters Rose and Crown Hotel 

where we shall be pleased to meet unattached members or other clubs, 

For futher particulars write to the hon sec, F Phillipson, Swinblourne Place, Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

145. B’ham Clarion, ILP conference and Bakewell Meet 
20 November 2013 

More from the Clarion  28 March 1896 “Cycling  Notes” 

BIRMINGHAM CLARION C.C 

The club starts for Bakewell on Friday morning, April 3rd, at 8 o’clock from Waterworks, Lichfield 

Road.  The route to be as given in the Clarion March 21st Lichfield, Burton, Derby , 

Belper,  Matlock, Bakewell. 

*          *          *          *          *          *            *          *          * 

I have a communication from the organisers of the Nottingham I.L.P. Conference at Easter 

requesting me to draw the particular attention of Clarion cycling clubs to the fact that a great 

demonstration is being orgnised to take place in the Albert Hall on Easter Tuesday April 7th. 

Sympathisers and members are earnestly requested to attend, and insure the meeting being a big 

success. 

. *          *          *          *          *          *            *          *          * 

In answer to several inquiries, I am enabled to say that Nunquam,  Mont Blong, Dangle, and 

possibly the Bounder* will be present at the Meet.  The only thing wanted now is Fine  Weather 

and – By Jovc! It nearly slipped off my pen.  I don’t mean the weather!  The phrase! 

* That’s to say, in order, Robert Blatchford and his brother Montagu, Alex Thompson and Edward 

Fay. 



146. (Just for a change) Cycling on footpaths in France and “Mrs 
Swiftsure’s views on ‘novice scorchers’” 
4 December 2013 

We will return to the 2nd Easter Meet at Bakewell in 1896 after Christmas.  This time, for a change. 

here’s a couple of items not about the Clarion cycling clubs from Swiftsure’s “Cycling Notes”  The 

first is from the 4 April and the second from 18 April 1896. 

The Government  of France has just issued an edict that whenever the main roads are in a state of 

repair, or where the wretched pavé covers the road cyclists may use the footpaths at a pace I 

doubt whether such a concession would ever be granted in England… 

 *          *           * 

My wife, who is never happy unless she has a spin every day, remarked to me a short time since 

that there is little pleasure nowadays in riding anywhere near the city, on account of the numerous 

cyclists who have only just learnt to ride. 

What with the mad novice scorcher, who whisks past so close as to ring her bell (more or less), 

and the other novice upon whom you have to keep a wary eye to guard against a sudden lurch in 

your direction, there is certainly some truth in her complaint.  

147. “A CYCLE SONG” from 1896 
18 December 2013 

This comes from the Clarion 2 May 1896 in a column called  OUR ‘CLARION’ PASTIME MIXTURE. J 

Johnson must have been a member of either the Bolton Clarion CC or the Clarion Scouts – possibly 

both. I’ve no idea of the provenance of the long quotation that introduces the song. But in view of 

the current boom in bike sales and growing numbers of ‘wheelists’ it seems topical again. 

You have to admire someone who didn’t flinch at rhyming “roll” and “all,” don’t you! 

“The future is with the wheel. It is all-conquering. The season of 1896 has hardly begun, and 

already  the increase in the number of wheelmen and wheelwomen is most marked. Indeed, from 

the number of orders placed with bicycle manufacturers, it is estimated that by the end of the year 

the number of wheelists in this country will be almost doubled.” 

A CYCLE SONG 

Air. “Bonnie Dundee” 

Let others sing loudly of pastimes and joys 

Endeared to the hearts of men, maidens and boys. 

My ditty shall be of the pleasures I feel 

When mounted secure on my dearly-loved wheel 
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CHORUS 

Hurrah for the cycle, swift, trusty and strong! 

May it daily win lovers and stay with us long; 

Good luck let us wish to the courser of steel, 

And health and long life to the men of the wheel. 

It carries me swiftly and safely along 

Away from the town with its noise and its throng; 

Away from the stifling and smoke-laden air, 

To the life-giving breezes and rural scenes fair. 

Hurrah for the cycle &c. 

The whole world is mine to wander at will; 

For me are the glories of valley and hill’ 

The larks in the sky and the flowers on the lea 

Shed sweetness and beauty for cycle and me 

Hurrah for the cycle &c. 

When tired of the city, its clamour and strife, 

My Pegasus bears me to newness of life; 

And nought can relieve the heart of the load 

Of worry and cares like a “spin” on the road. 

Hurrah for the cycle &c. 

Let the rich in their coaches and carriages roll, 

My cycle is better by far than them all; 

The wheel of Dame Fortune to them may bring wealth 

But my flying wheel is  the wheel of good health. 

Hurrah for the cycle &c. 

J. Johnston , Bolton 

148. The 2nd Easter Meet 
5 January 2014 

The arrangements as reported by J.D.S in the “Cycling Notes” of 28 March 1896 

The McAtinson and have been to Bakewell. He rode from Brum and I rode from Manchester.  What 

|I have to say later about the road is from actual experience.  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We fixed up the head-quarters of the meet at the Royal Oak Hotel, in Matlock Street. All members 

are requested on arrival to enter their names in a book that will be provided. The McAtkinson will 

be there to receive you, and will supply the address of the lodgings you are to occupy. About a 

hundred beds have already been secured.   

The Royal Oak has a dining room capable of “dining?” a hundred at once. This will be reserved 

entirely for our use. Breakfasts and teas will be provided at a fixed tariff.  There is ample stabling 

or all machines. Members who desire to do so may send in bags or parcels of clothing addressed to 

themselves “Clarion Cyclist, Royal Oak Hotel, Bakewell” and they will be duly cared for. Of course 

they must be carriage paid.   

The general arrangements will be on similar lines to the Ashbourne meet.   

Good Friday Arrival and Reception at the head-quarters. 

 Saturday Morning Assemble at 10 and ride to Haddon Hall and Chatsworth House. Whiffly Puncto 

spent six months in this district, and will act as guide, philosopher and friend. The O Groomio will 

read Nunquam’s “Haddon Hall” on the terrace.   

Saturday Evening Smoking concert at head-quarters, under the direction of Auld Reekie and 

O’Groomio. At present the Bounder is lost, but if he finds himself before the day he will preside. 

 Sunday, Conference of Clubs at 12.30, at the Rev. George Lowe’s Edgestones Edge, Monsail 

Dale. Met at head-quarters at 10 30 and walk to the Dale through Ashford. Edgestone Edge is one 

of the most charming and romantic spots in Derbyshire. Those arriving by train will find Monsail 

Dale station the nearest.  The Rev. George not only keeps a good supply of bread and cheese and 

ginger beer, but also has a fine cellar of the “nut brown ale.”  All the members of the Clarion board 

are expected to be present. 

149. Getting to the Bakewell Meet from the North 
14 January 2014 

J D S’s report concluded. “A further word as to the hilly country” and another from Mr Bagshaw. 

JDS reported on what was planned for the Bakewell Meet on 28 March 1896 – ending 

with this “further word.” 

A further word as to the hilly country. No novice should attempt to ride into Bakewell from the 

north. The Yorkshire contingent from the Huddersfield side will need to exercise special care 

between Huddersfield and Penistone. Leeds must look out for the really dangerous hill at 

Chapeltown, five miles on the Barnsley side of Sheffield. Manchester must not ride via Chapel-en-

le-Frith and Sparrow Pit. The four miles between Wardlow and Ashford is extremely dangerous. 

The best way is though Whaley Bridge and Buxton. Just before entering Buxton care is necessary, 

as there is always a lot of traffic at the foot of the hill. Then again, after passing Taddington 
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Church, keep well hold of the machine and look out for the nasty corner where more than twenty 

serious accidents happened last season. 

Let there be no coasting and no fool-hardy riding, or accidents are sure to happen. A rider cannot 

be said to have proper control of his machine if his feet are off the pedals. 

J D S 

Then the following week, 4 April, the following appeared. 

THE MEET AT BAKEWELL – IMPORTANT TO THE YORKSHIE CLUBS 

Mr Bagshaw, of Sheffield, writes me as follows: “Will you please inform all Yorkshipe Clarion 

cyclists who propose attending the Bakewell meet by way of Barnsley and Sheffield  that there is a 

much safer and better way than via Chapeltown hill, viz. On reaching  Birdwell (between Barnsley 

and Chapeltown) go through Wortley Park to the village of Wortley, and you are then on the 

Penistone and Sheffield main road. A little care is necessary on reaching Wadsley Bridge. Riders 

wills find this a good, easy road.” 

And J.D. S returned to the Cycling Notes column with the followng 

BAKEWELL 

”Bakewell as seen from the Midland railway line is one of the most beautiful villages in Derbyshire. 

It had a “quaint Roman bridge” while “The church and the puddings are the pride of the place. 

Clarionettes should not leave without sampling both.” 

150. The 2nd Easter Meet at Bakewell 
26 January 2014 

 From Swiftsure’s “Cycling Notes” Clarion 11 April 1896 

The famous meet at Bakewell is now a matter of history, and other pens than mine wil probably 

give a full, true and partidular account there or elsewhere. 

Owing to circumstances beyond my control, I was only present a short time; but the sensation of 

the gathering of over 800 cyclists from all parts of the kingdom created in a small town, or, 

village, like Bakewell, can perhaps be better imagined than described. 

I question whether anything like it has ever occurred before in this country, and it speaks volumes 

for the power of cycling, as well as for the enthusiasam of Clarion readers, that such a thing is 

possible, and it is almost certain tht next Easter – with our preseent rate of progress that the meet 

will have to be held in a much larger town. 

151. Bakewell Meet – Montagu Blatchford reports 
11 February 2014 
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Well, I say Montagu Blatchford – Robert’s brother who specialised in features such as the regular 

“Theatreland” in the Clarion. The report is just signed M.B. but Montague is the obvious suspect. 

As you’ll see I’ve edited it here and there. Otherwise it would spill over into the next newsletter. 

THE BAKEWELL BICYCLE MEET   M B 

I did get to Bakewell somehow in the company of Whiffly Puncto, who was attired in a cycling 

outfit that left nothing to be desired; but his “bike” went down comfortably in the guard’s van with 

several others. It is often better thus. 

We found that Bakewell had been taken possession of by the Clarion cyclists, some 200 of whom 

had gathered together in the “large hall” of the Royal Oak. 

There we found Nunquam wearing a blue cap and a moderate smile; Dangle envelopped in a cloud 

of tobacco-smoke and gloom, his quaintly curved beard surmounted by a brown sombrero of 

generous dimensions; and the Candid Friend in complete bicycle rig… 

On Saturday we went to Hadden Hall and some of us to Chatsworth and had a  jolly time. At the 

former place we were shown round by Whiffly, who is quite at home there… After which we 

collected on the terrace, where the O’Groomie of Birmingham read “Haddon Hall” from  the 

“Nunquam Papers,” and read it very well… 

And what a capital article it is. Full of keen observation, historical allusion… poetry,humour and 

imagination. 

Then we got back to Bakewell and, where wild cyclers were still arriving; and had a large and 

hilarious dinner- large I mean in point of numbers and hilarious in the matter of manners. 

There followed “a social evening~” with by now 350 present. 

The next day they walked to Monsal Dale. 

On arriving at Monsal Dale, the Conference of the Clarion Cycling Clubs was held – but nothing 

came of it. 

At this function I occupied the chair which was a cane one pitched in a breezy spot…  Everybody 

else sat on the grass, or the walls, or one another and gloated at my sufferings. The “National 

Committee” then gave their “annual report,” from whidh it appeared that they had only held one 

meeting at which nothing was done. This was considered so unsatisfactory that they were all re-

elected for another twelve months, the O’Groomie being added to their number. 

M B then included 2 reports from the Derbyshire Times including “in the evening [they] attended a 

“Labour Church” service… where Mr Blatchford gave an admirable address.” There were some 

errors 



…although I am credited with an “adimirabble address” on Sunday evening, that feat was really 

performed by a London Socialist who doesn’t want his name mentioned. All I did was to tell a story 

about my grandfather’s donkey. 

The Clarion made a favourable impression according to M B and 

“…did more for the cause of Socialism than could have been done by a dozen “mass meetings” and 

a score of denunciatory orators. I may be mistaken, of course, but that is my opinion. There was 

no attempt made to preach the gospel of Socialism but our men were gay and good-tempered, full 

of fun and frolic, and being contented themselves and considerate of the people they went 

amongst, did more to dispel prejudice and popularise Socialism than the most earnest oratory 

could have accomplished. 

152. A lady cyclist, the Manchester spanner and an advert  
25 February 2014 

I put in quite a long report of the 2nd Easter Meet in the last issue. This week it’s just a few odds 

and ends. I drew a blank with an internet search for the Manchester spanner so you’ll just have to 

imagine what its unique properties might have been. (Unless anyone has got one and can let me 

know about it in which case all will be revealed in the next edition.) 

From Clarion 2 May 1896 

A lady member of the Manchester C.C. wishes to cycle to London in Whit week, and would like to 

know of any other Clarionettes who may be journeying there at the same time, so that she might 

join their company. Further particulars may be had from the secretary of the club. 

* * * 

The attentiion of Manchester cyclists is drawn to the fact that the maker of the Manchester 

spanner, Mr. E Tilston – who is a staunch Clarionette by-the-way – has just opened out in a new 

line at 287 Stretfield Road, under the title of the Cycle Fittings Company, where he will offer for 

sale B.S.A.fittings, Hans Renold’s chains and the very best accessories in the trade. 

  * * * 

And from 9 May 

Advert from NEW AGE CLOTHING CO. Leicester featured “A special line – Cycling Suits” 

The same issue also included Mont Blong (= Montague Blatchford) on “The Art of Happiness.”   

  

153. Reports from cycling clubs 
11 March 2014 
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I take most of the material from the Clarion for this feature from Swiftsure’s “Cycling Notes” but as 

the cycling clubs spread their reports became a separate feature. Not just cycling clubs but the 

other activities, photography, choirs and so on associated with the paper. The previous week it 

had been Glee Clubs. The reports that follow were included in the edition of 16 May 1896. 

DARLINGTON   

We had our annual meeting on April 27th, when we elected new officers and enrolled eight new 

members. We have had two very successful runs since that date with the whole strength of the 

club and have considerably increased our membership. We intend to stir up the surrounding 

villages by giving addresses on the village green or other convenient spots, on the benefits or 

otherwise of the “Agricultural Relief Bill” and Tory statesmanship. 

J N Carter, Hon Sec 

MANCHESTER  

Manchester CC is going strong, new members being elected at every meeting. Good numbers 

averaging 40 to 50 on Saturday and Sunday runs, but the Wednesday runs do not attract many. 

May 16 is the date of our first Cinderella. In order that this may come off as per card more funds 

must be found. The club collectors are out, aided by the irrepressible Mrs B,  but to supplement 

their worthy efforts a “goasyoupleasement” will he held on Friday May 15. Programme will include 

lantern show, singing and dancing. See advertising column for further particulars. The August 

camp is already agitating the minds of the committee, with the result that a very useful sub-

committee has been appointed to work same, each member having certain duties allotted to him. 

Routes for time trials have been drawn out, and came be obtained from the sub-secretary. 

C D E 

154. More reports from cycling clubs (from Clarion 26 May 1896) 

Scarborough 

We have enrolled twelve members up to the present, and hope to increase. Our season was 

opened with a run to Ayton against a gale of wind. The village was fairly saturated with Socialistic 

literature and quiet conversations were the rule.  The villages of Staxton, Granton, Burniston, 

Flixton, and Fokton have been well peppered with leaflets and at the two latter we sold a few 

“Looking Backwards” and “Jesus the Socialist” Our run for May 16th is York, where we shall stay 

till Sunday evening and meet the Hull and Halifax CCCs, so I hope the Ebor bravest will turn out in 

great numbers to welcome us. Clarionettes always welcome to our runs. 

LITTLE BILLIE 

Blackpool  

Commenced season 1896 with a short run on March 22; commenced by making four new 

members. April 12   run to Stoneyhurst; showery morning, but we dodged the storm of the day at 

noon by turning in for dinner close to the College. After refreshing the inner man we exhausted all 
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our hymns, solos &c getting a special compliment (also cigars) from the landlord and landlady. We 

have 20 members at present, and are making new ones every run, so let Manchester and others 

look out.  We were represented at Bakewell by two of our comrades: Easter is a bad time for us 

here. We are looking forward to the meet at Hardcastle Crags, June 7 as being our special day, as 

we expect to be a strong club by that date. 

SNOOKS 

155. Advice from Swiftsure 
8 April 2014 

Swiftsure was always very willing to give, or to pass on advice on anything to do with bikes and 

cycling.  Here’s a couple of examples from “Cycling Notes” in the 16 May 1896 Clarion. You can 

judge for yourself how relevant – or otherwise – they are to cycling today 

In a recent issue of the Paris edition of the New York Herald, there appeared some excellent advice 

on how to ride properly and safely in busy towns and thoroughfares. Much of the advice has been 

given several times in this column; and the most important item worth repeating is the advice 

given by M Leon Tarnout – to use the bell or whistle seldom or never, to always keep ten yards 

behind or before a vehicle, and to travel at a pace which will permit a dismount in almost a 

moment. Particular stress is also laid on the necessary ability to dismount backwards. 

*         *       * 

I believe regular town riders would welcome a police regulation that required a cyclist never to ride 

at a faster pace than six or eight miles an hour within certain confines of the city. It is positively a 

nuisance and a danger to steady riders, who know what pace is, to be continually subjected to the 

erratic movements and rushing about indulged in by so many who have just found they can travel 

at some speed. 

156. More Club reports (from Clarion 16 May 1896) 

Liverpool  

The meet at Bakewell will be long remembered by the Liverpool contingent, which numbered over 

a dozen During the month of April we have visited various; places in the district, our; propaganda 

work consisting in the distribution of leaflets and our local; paper the Labour Chronicle at the 

cottages and to pedestrians.  On Sunday April 26, we forgathered with the Potteries CC at 

Knutsford, 15 attending the run. The inter-club runs are good business. A cycle parade is to be 

held here in June, and our Clarion C, C will l take part, and with the aid of the Liverpool Socialist 

brass band and fancy costumes, we expect to paralyse the natives. Our position, financially and 

otherwise, is sound, new members continue to roll in, a lady member amongst them.  Saturdays 

meet headquarters at 4 30 pm, Sundays meet headquarters at 10. a.m. for Lancashire runs. For 
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Cheshire runs landing stage 2 30 p.m.  Impromptu runs from headquarters every Monday and 

Wednesday evenings. 

W BEVAN, Hon Sec Wigan 

The Wigan Clarion C.C has reformed this season, and is now based on rules in accordance with 

those drawn up at Ashbourne. We have nine members, all good and true, and more in prospect, all 

that is wanted being machines. We have no intention of setting the Douglas on fire, “, but as every 

little helps”, we mean to contribute our mite as we go along in the shape of leaflets, “Merrie 

England”* &c On Saturday May 9 we journeyed to Winwick, and met Manchester, Bolton, and 

Liverpool Scouts. After a photograph was taken of the large gathering and an open air concert 

arranged, Manchester, Bolton and Liverpool comrades giving excellent songs and recitations, but 

the gem of the evening was a song “There is a flower that bloometh” by Comrade Crow, who has a 

sweet tenor voice and knows how to use it. The evening closed with “Auld Lang Syne” then home. 

We “Wigans” were highly; pleased with our out and don’t care how soon we have a similar one 

and” many of them. “ 

JAS CAVEY 

* As you may recall, this was Blatchford’s 1893 book advocating socialism, which was based on 

articles first appearing in the Clarion.  It was translated into many languages – including Welsh – 

and is reckoned to have sold nearly a million copies worldwide. 

157. More Club reports (from Clarion 16 May 1896) 

BURNLEY We have started a C.C.C in Burnley. Head-quarters St James’s Hall, Communications 

addressed to the sec, T Hodgson, 1, Latham Street, Burnley. 

LEEDS In the beginning of the month we were hindered from running owing to the wet, but we 

have made up for it since as we met Bradford and Halifax on Saturday at Bingley where we had a 

glorious time of it. Again today (Sunday) we joined the above clubs for bicycle parade round 

Bradford, which was a great success. Next month we meet Bradford at Roundlay Park and we also 

meet Hull, Scarborough, and York at York when we hope to have a glorious time We also intend to 

meet at Hardcastle Crags at Whitsun to hear the singing of the ‘Vocal Union’ and otherwise enjoy 

ourselves. We run to York on Sunday, May 17th, leaving the City Square at nine o’clock 

prompt, when we hope a big crowd will turn out, as we are to meet York and Scarboro.’ 

H.HARDCASTLE, Secretary 

158. MY STEED WITH WHIRRING WHEELS 
21 May 2014 

(“Clarion Ballad” from Clarion 30 May 1896) 
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O, steed with whirring wheels, 

With the sunlight on your steels 

Shall we race across the moorland where 

the whitened road runs wide? 

Shall we fly with rushing wings 

While the lark above us sings 

And, we catch the gleam of waters where 

the brown-sailed luggers glide 

Stay while I mount your back – 

Your hammock saddle black- 

I can feel your springing fibres and 

your tingling ribs of steel! 

Your swelling tubes of air 

My forceful thrust will bear, 

So fly, my little beauty,with your flashing buzzing wheel! 

There’s a spirit in my feet 

That makes your spirit fleet, 

And they’ll whirl us to destruction if I loose your gleaming bars; 

But we fly from lurking stones 

That would crack our steels and bones, 

For to-day we’re under orders from our hurrying lucky stars, 

Do you sniff the scent of furze 

As your swift wheel hums and whirrs? 

Do you see the blaze of colour on the blossoms flushed with gold 

And the sycamore’s ruddy leaves 

Which the loom of Spring-tide weaves- 

Ah! You surely glance a moment while in check your head I hold. 

Clang!  rings your silver bell 

And its chimes of warning tell 

The teamster we are coming and our onrush he must heed; 

Now he moves his straining horse 

And no barrier blocks the course 

So fly, Swift, fly with power that would shame an Arab steed! 

Up, up the Cornish hill, 

As our lungs with sea-air fill 

And we tug against the head-wind that would hold us, drive us back; 

Ah! there’s health in flying steel 

When within our brain a wheel 

is almost strained to breaking and we fear its spokes will crack! 



Past villages and towns, 

Past vales and heath-clad downs, 

Past woods whose leaves are pointed with 

the subtle dyes of Spring: 

There’s a castle – hoary, grand- 

There’s a sweep of meadowland, 

And a ruined abbey yonder where the ivy 

tendrils cling 

Now halt! now halt and rest 

Near the throstle’s hidden nest, 

And we’ll cluck the yellow primrose and 

the scented bluebell flow’r: 

Here’s a drink of sparkling oil 

For your bearing, hot with toil, 

And I’ll munch a Cornish pasty while we 

pass an idle hour. 

And now your lamp-glare red 

On the dim white road is shed, 

Now we turn with steady motion to the 

window -lights of Home: 

For our furious mood is gone 

As the moon shines cold and wan, 

And what steed at nightfall wishes from 

his stable-stall to roam? 

Ah! bicycle, how like 

Are a mortal and his “bike”: 

Soon your wheels will rock with weakness 

and your gleaming handles rust; 

But we’ll range Life’s grand highway 

Till we’re done with toil and play 

And our lamp of joy shall glimmer through 

the journey end in dust! 

Camborne 

Herbert Thomas 

 

 



159 Swiftsure’s advice for touring 
3 June 2014 

From   the Clarion  24 May 1896.  After some detailed advice on mending a puncture – much has 

changed since then in that respect – Swiftsure continued with the following advice – which is st ill 

pretty relevant after the best part of 120 years. 

Those who intend touring next week, and have never previously taken such a journey , will do well 

to take a  few necessary precautions, in order that they may derive the greatest benefit from their 

outing. 

In the first place, a good map of the district you intend touring should be purchased and the road 

mapped out there from with the approximate distances from each large village or town. 

As much as possible should also be learnt of the district beforehand from all available sources. 

Dangerous hills should be carefully noted. 

It is a good plan when touring to carry a spare tube, A sudden burst or bad puncture may make a 

spare tube come in most useful… A good supply of strong rubber and solution is also a necessary 

part of one’s outfit when touring. 

160 Rochdale club report 

But before that: somehow or other, the final bit of Swiftsure’s advice on touring got left out of the 

last edition. It should have read 

“It is a good plan when touring to carry a spare tube, A sudden burst or bad puncture may make a 

spare tube come in most sueful.. A good supply of strong rubber and solution is also a necessary 

part of one’s outfit when touring.” 

Still true 

Now – Rochdale CCC report from 7 June 1896 

Rochdale On Saturday July 11th, the Rochdale I.L.P. give their third annual treat to Cinderella 

children in a field adjoining Oakenrod Hall Farm. Upwards of 50 poor children will be provided with 

a substantial meal of buns, coffee and milk. The children will be selected from the very poorest in 

the town, irrespective of creed or nationality.At 2 30 pm the children will start from the Labour 

Hall, Water Street, headed by the Rochdale Old Band, and will proceed  (street route) to the field. 

The Rochdale and District Clarion Cycling Club will take part in the procession, and we mean to do 

all in our power to give a few hours of pleasure to the poor little children who, alas, all too rarely 

see a green field or a pure blue sky , and in many cases have not enough to eat. Should the 

weather prove unfavourable the treat will take place at the I.L.P.Rooms, Water Street.  H Fielding. 
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161 Report from Nottingham CCC 

The club is going on swimmingly We now have 80 members and muster up very well at the club 

runs. The members that turned up to the inter-club to Burton on 13th June enjoyed themselves a 

treat. We had a run, by invitation from four other Nottingham clubs, on the 6th June, and the 

Clarion turned up with the largest muster, viz, 26. We have now started our camp at Woodboro’, 

near Nottingham, and from all appearances it will be a great success. Manchester can now hide its 

diminished head, as theirs won’t be in it with ours. We have three tents and a large army cooking 

stove capable of cooking for over 100; and as we want to test its capabilities to the utmost we 

cordially all Clarionettes to come and give us a call.. I think that this is the first time in Nottingham 

that any cycling club has ever had a camp, so I think great credit is due to the little band of 

Clarion cyclists who have initiated this movement, The lady members, with the male members 

wives and sweethearts, are throwing themselves heartily into the cause, and are doing all in their 

power to assist us in every possible way. At the time of writing I cannot tell you much about our 

doings at the camp, but it is really worth coming a long way to see the magnficent hills and valleys 

we have all around us, Again cordially inviting all friends to our camp I subscribe myself, G S 

162 Swiftsure visits a factory – and meets some Clarion cyclists 

From Cycling Notes 28 June 1896 

Swiftsure had visited the Dunlop tyre factory at Coventry. 

Returning from Coventry on the Sunday we had dinner at the famour Dolphin Hotel in Lichfield 

where I found a number of Clarion cyclists, who informed me that the meet of Midland clubs at 

Newhall had been a splendid success. 

The whole journey to Coventry and back to Manchester, about 200 miles, occupied about sixteen 

hours riding time. 

163 Report from Bolton CCC   27 June 1896 

The fact that I am the third secretary of the Bolton Clarion Cycling Club since the commencement 

of the present season is probably the reason that no report of our doings has hitherto been 

sent. Comrade Brears has gone to Glasgow, and Comrade Kay, secretary number two, has been 

obliged to give up his post through the exigencies of business. Progress up to now has been 

cheering, new members joining weekly, and none falling away, our numbers now being between 

50 and 60, including several ladies. 

We have had many enjoyable runs, invariably characterised by good fellowship and perfect 

harmony among those taking part in them, and leaving in our minds what in years to come will be 

very pleasant memories. About ten of us visited Bakewell and were delighted with the outing. 

“Yours truly,” however, only managed to reach there with one wheel, having been scattered on the 

“scratter” near Longstone Edge, and thereby earning the unique distinction of reaching Bakewell if 



not on, with a uni-cycle Since Easter we have had runs to Leyland, Longton, Bollington, Alderley 

Edge, Littleborough, Whalley, Sale &c. We generally make a day of our Sunday runs, spending the 

middle of the day in walks through woods and fields, or sitting on some hilltop, as we did last 

Sunday at Alderley Edge, making the welkin ring with Labour songs. We hold a picnic and social at 

Entwistle on July 18th, and also a similar event on August 29th at Rivington, to which all who care 

to come will be welcome. 

We have also decided to have impromptu runs on Wednesday evenings, starting at Nelson Square 

at 6-45 prompt.  Not much propaganda work has been done up to now, but during the remainder 

of the season an earnest effort will be made in this direction.  Socialists willing to send material 

suitable for distribution may be sure of our doing the best we can to sow the seed. Parcels may be 

addressed: Secretary, Clarion Cycling Club, I.L.P Rooms, Prince Street, Bolton 

164. Swiftsure’s brush with the law 
11 August 2014 

(from “Cycling Notes” The Clarion. 27 June 1896) 

Lighting-up time, Saturday June 27, 9–19 p.m. 

The above time for lighting up is Greenwich time, as most cyclists are aware, and is therefore not 

applicable to all parts of the kingdom. But for all that, those anxious to keep out of the clutches of 

the ever-watchful police would be well-advised, if they light up at that time, so as to be on the 

safe side. 

As an illustration of such a necessity, I may say that last Saturday evening I was stopped between 

Crewe and Sandbach by a policeman at 9-25., who demanded to know why I was riding without a 

light. As the correct time for lighting up at that point was 9-40, I quickly retorted by producing my 

watch, and asserted that I had still a quarter of an hour’s grace. The over-zealous officer protested 

that he knew what lighting-up time was, and could prove that the proper lamp time was 9-20. 

However, when he saw that I was not to be bluffed, he said, “Well, I had better get my lamp lit, or 

I would be booked if I went much further without.” Of course, I complied with the intimidation, and 

remounted, thanking the officer for nothing! But I can well believe that if I had been without a 

watch, or shown the least hesitation in my assertions as to the correct time to light up, I should 

have been booked, and fined after the usual hard swearing necessary to the occasion. 

Riding home an hour or so later through the inky darkness and against a howling wind, I couldn’t 

help anathematising the stupidity of the law which compels cyclists (rightly, of course) to carry a 

light between one hour after sunset and an hour before sunrise, whilst traps and other vehicles are 

permitted to meander their way along country roads without a warning light. On this occasion it 

was only by the merest shave that an accident was averted, when we came suddenly on a trap, 

which couldn’t be seen ten yards away, or even heard, on account of the wind. 

https://brightonandhoveclarion.wordpress.com/2014/08/11/the-origins-of-the-clarion-cycling-club-and-cycling-in-the-1890s-164-swiftsures-brush-with-the-law/


164. Tom Groom’s “Cyclorama”  
27 August 2014 

(from The Clarion, 21 August 1914) 

If any single person could claim to have created the Clarion CC it was Tom Groom who is still 

commemorated by the annual award at the Easter Meet of a trophy named after him. In the very 

first episode in this series of extracts – back on 4 February 2008 – I reproduced the letter from the 

paper from 28 April 1894 in which he describes the first tour of his newly-formed Clarion Cycling 

Club in Birmingham. 

By 1914 things had moved on enormously.  Groom was the first president of the CCC and had a 

regular feature called “Cyclorama” in the paper. Quite separately, reports from the local CCCs 

appeared – now much briefer than the ones from 18 years or so earlier which I’ve been featuring. 

You filled in a standard card and sent it in.  There would be about 60  reports each week. 

What follows is from Tom Groom’s “Cyclorama” of 21 August 1914, it’s too long to reproduce the 

whole thing but I hope my editing gives a reasonable impression of its contents. 

Here’s how it starts: 

The war.  Nothing but the war. From Slush Lane to Worcester, from Worcester to Hereford and 

back again to Slush Lane, one heard nothing but war talk. 

He stops at a “wayside inn” and joins locals on the bench outside listening to the peaceful sound of 

the reaping machine in the field opposite – and talking about the war 

Serious talk, too.  There was none of that empty blether that one heard when the war was a few 

thousand miles off.  There were tales of horses commandeered whilst taking produce to market, of 

waggons* left on the roadside to take their chance of being hauled away, of men called from 

reaping to take their places in the ranks, of villages almost depleted as reservists and recruits had 

marched away. 

And this was only the beginning. The big fight was yet to come, and the fear of what might happen 

kept the talk in a serious vein. 

*                     *                 *                     * 

I finished my ale and rode on to Hereford.  A lovely ride and over ground that I know full well.  In 

the narrow lanes the talk of war seemed absurd, so peaceful and quiet was everything… 

War! Ridiculous!  Yet there were two million men rushing to cut each other’s throats, and the devil 

alone knows why. 

*                     *                 *                     * 
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In Hereford the movement was quicker. The ‘Terriers’** were marching through the city and men 

and lads were joining in the march.  The C.C.C must get itself in readiness. When the worst is over 

and the men get back, it will be our work to enforce the morals of the occasion. So many 

‘impossibilities’ have become possible in these last few weeks, and we must draw the attention of 

the workers to them. 

It is, or was ‘impossible’ to interfere with the law of supply and demand, yet the Government 

stepped in to interfere with scare prices for food being forced on the nation. “Impossible” to take 

over the food supply of the nation, yet the ‘impossible’ becomes possible by a mere Order in 

Council.  “Impossible” to manage industries nationally, yet at an hour’s notice the railways are in 

charge of the Government.  So many ‘impossibilities’ become possible, and the moral needs 

driving home 

*                     *                 *                     * 

I rode home and landed at our pub in time to hear the last words of the oracle; ‘Tell ‘ee what it is, 

George. We’m got to fight for our country whether we’m like or no. An’ if it ain’t our country as 

you says, well it be damned nigh time that it be.  But we’m got to fight.’ 

Which sentiments I wish to endorse, and more also. 

Next time: Back to 1896 

*That’s his spelling. More often “wagons” today.  But note  the Waggon and Horses opposite the 

Dome in Church Street  

** = Territorial Army  – which had replaced the less ‘professional’ Volunteers a few years 

previously as part of Haldane’s army reforms. 

165. Back to June 1896 Club reports from Darlington and Wigan 
10 September 2014 

Darlington 

We have had a very satisfactory two months’ runs, and we distributed and sold large quantities 

of Clarions and other literature bearing on Socialism, and I hope when a little of the enthusiasm 

for wanting to ride long distances and break records, or their necks (I don’t know which it is they 

are trying for) wears off, we will get into a more systematic method of propaganda, and stir up the 

villages round about us. We had the Yellow Van of the Land Nationalisation Society here on June 

13th and 14th when they gave some good addresses in the Market Place, our members attending 

in good force. When the “Woman’s Van” comes to our neighbourhood, if it ever reaches here, we 

intend mustering in full force and assisting our comrades in their noble work anywhere within 

cycling distance, weather being anywhere favourable.” 

J Newton Carter, Hon.Sec. 
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Wigan 

The Wigan CCC have since the last report visited Charnock Richard, Morecombe and Leyland, 

leaving at each place leaflets &c. We have also made a point of enjoying the beautiful country that 

is to be found in these places; this may have been a particularly favourable one all sunshine. As a 

consequence the country has been exceptionally beautiful – hawthorn, lilac and chestnut, all being 

dressed in their best, and giving forth a perfume that made the hearts of us townsfolk glad. 

The country bowling-greens also came in for a share of our attention, our members giving their 

minds to this old-fashioned game in a right hearty manner. It is a noble summer sport, and would 

suit the Bounder down to the ground. It is impossible to pocket the balls and there is no fear of 

losing them. I don’t know whether there is an increase in Clarion rides this season ; but I am 

pleased to say we meet them more frequently on the road than we did last season, and there is 

always a pleasant exchange of greetings.” 

Jas. Cavey, 37 Kendall Street, Wigan. 

166. More advice from Swiftsure – and (another) impatient secretary 
22 September 2014 

From “Cycling Notes! 27 June 1896 

…one of the first principles in road riding should be that no unknown roads are traversed without 

first ascertaining something respecting their gradients and character. And, further, should an 

unknown road be taken, your brake should be examined and tested now and again, and the pace 

made easy all the way; and at the approach of any descent where the bottom can’t be seen, 

dismount, and walk until you are sure of your ground 

I could relate numerous instance that have occurred both to myself and others where accidents 

almost surely would have happened but for these and similar precautions. 

* * * * 

“J B” Rawtenstall asks me for the best means of filling up the peeled rubber of his outer cover. Let 

him cleanse the holes of dirt with benzolene; and if solutionized rubber cannot be obtained to fill 

the holes, then cotton-wool mixed with ordinary solution will probably serve your purpose. At all 

events the latter will hold and make the surface of the cover even until your put on your non-

slipping strip. 

And in the same issue I spotted this from the regular “Meetings, Lectures &c” list 

LONDON (S.W) Sunday June 28, Balham Corner, Clapham Common, 9 30. N B it is advisable to 

turn up before 11 o’clock otherwise the secretary’s patience (small) may be exhausted. W H Crisp, 

15 Broad Hinton Road. 
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167.Rides, a distinguished visitor, and trouble with the Watch 
Committee in Liverpool 
8 October 2014 

Liverpool CCC report for 27 June 1896 

The event since the last report has been the dispatch of the “Clarion Woman’s Van” on June 18th… 

A good number of members journeyed to Chester, on the occasion, under a burning sun , just in 

time, in consequence of a late start, to witness the closing ceremony before the Van started on its 

pilgrimage. The day following (Sunday) Neston was visited, 22 members turning out for the ever 

popular Cheshire run… Tea was provided at the Chester Hotel, Parkgate.  Parkgate is, I believe, on 

the sea-coast, though all the evidence you have for that belief is the fact of there being a few 

miles of mud dotted here and there by fishing boats. Cockles and convalescent homes seem to be 

the chief industry. 

Systematic propaganda seems rather “off” with us just now; perhaps this is because most of us 

have our noses on the grindstone of the cause six days a week, and like to enjoy the country and 

fresh air without being disturbed by the consideration of having a duty to perform. Perhaps those 

of our members who are not so active  the other six days will signify the same. Comrade 

Liebknecht during his visit to Liverpool informed me that in Germany cycling Socialists are highly 

organised for the purpose of spreading Socialism in the country districts, and that at election time 

great use is made of the wheel, a complete system of communication being  established between 

the various  polling stations by means of which the party obtains information valuable to them 

more quickly than other parties can command… 

One of our members, J Morrissey, of Toxteth, has been fined for asserting the right of free speech 

in the open air. A rigorous campaign  is being carried on, and if continued will no doubt result in 

the defeat of the persons in authority, as was the case last year. 

At the time of writing the cycle parade in aid of the hospitals has had to be postponed in 

consequence of the action of the dunder-headed Watch Committee proscribing the route used in 

previous years, which naturally comprises some of the principal streets… No reason is given for 

their conduct, which  seems pure cussedness on their part. Feeling is very strong on the side of 

the Parade Committee, who talk of holding mass meetings in front of St George’s Hall, from where 

the Socialists have so often held forth. Perhaps something will result that may give pause to the 

“never ending audacity of these elected persons.” 

Our membership continues to increase in a most gratifying fashion. We can also boast of lady 

members. 

W Bevan, Hon.Sec/ 
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168. Note to the extract from the Liverpool CCC report in part 167  
23 October 2014 

I intended to add a – but forgot. The “Comrade Liebknecht” who was mentioned as having visited 

and told of the popularity of cycling in Germany would, almost certainly, have been Wilhelm 

Liebknecht (1826-1900) one of the founders, together with August Bebel, of the SPD – the 

German Social-Democratic Party. Just possibly it could have been his son Karl (1891-1919) who 

was murdered by paramilitary thugs after the First World War, together with Rosa Luxemburg. But 

according to his Wikipedia entry he didn’t join the SPD until 1900 so Wilhelm is the best bet for 

this 1896 report. 

From the Bolton CCC report from 27 June 1896 

 

 

I haven’t quite perfected my copying technique. As you will deduce it was the finest Irish round 

tower at the Seven Churches and Kelley’s Ford on the third day. 
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169. Blatchford’s (not entirely serious) advice for “cautious riders.” 
5 November 2014 

This comes from a longer piece by Blatchford in the Clarion  June 1896 

You’ll notice that it is signed “Nunquam” and since it’s a while 

since I’ve explained this and many people have joined us 

since then I’d better do it again. 

Before starting the Clarion with a group of like-minded 

friends Robert Blatchford had already found unexpected fame 

as a journalist on the Sunday Chronicle.  He was particularly 

admired for a series of articles exposing the awful living 

conditions of people living in the slum areas of 

Manchester.  These were signed  “Nunquam Dormio” ( = I 

never sleep.  Though Blatchford whose formal education was 

almost entirely confined to what he learned in the British 

army as a young man had to ask his friend Alex Thompson 

what it meant).   The name stuck and Blatchford became 

“Nunquam.”  Other members of staff – and frequent 

correspondents such as Tom Groom (“the O Groomio”) –  also quickly acquired 

nickmamses.  Thompson became “Dangle,”  E F Fay “The Bounder”,  Blatchford’s elder brother 

Montague “Mont Blong” and the artist and designer William Palmer “Whiffley Puncto” – apparently 

because he “whiffled” ( No, please don’t ask me!). 

170 The Nottingham Camp 
18 November 2014 

From the Clarion 4 July 1896 
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171. Legal Perils of Cycling 

From the Clarion 11 July 1896 

 

 

 

 

 

 

172. Christmas 1914 

We’ve been hearing a lot about the First 
World War because of the centenary of its 

outbreak and as Christmas approaches the 
famous “Christmas Truce So, I thought that 
this time it would be interesting to have an 
extract from the final edition of 
the Clarion in 1914. The war caused 
devastating splits on the Left, Blatchford 
and the Clarion were ‘pro-war” and in the 
end the paper lost much of its influence. 

 

The last issue of 
the paper that year was on 25 
December – Christmas Day. Here’s 
an extract from Tom Groom’s 
regular “Cyclorama.” You may recall 
I used a piece from him earlier in 
the war a while back. He is still 
commemorated by the award of a 

trophy named for him at the Easter 
Meet each year.  
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173 Crossing tramlines can still be a bit of a problem. 
 

Clarion, 25 July 1896 

 

174. Good advice, no doubt –  but “particularly ladies”? Oh, dear! 
 

from Swiftsure’s “Cycling Notes” 1 August 1896 

 

175. London CC reports 
28 January 2015 

I thought it would be interesting to compare two CC club reports, both from 
London.  (By the C20 century regional “unions” were part of the Clarion 
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structure).  The first is from 11 July 1896 and the second from 3 July 1914.  By 
the latter date there were so many Clarion cycling clubs that reports had to be 
much shorter – often almost telegraphic! 

Ian 

 

 

176. Clarion suit 

Having decided it was time to move on from 1896, I was 
trawling through the 1897 March numbers when I found 
something I thought might be interesting – given that from 
time to time it’s suggested that we might – like most 
Clarion sections – go in for our own club jersey. I don’t 
suppose anyone had in mind a “Clarion Suit” complete 
with “Clarion stockings.” As for “purple knickers”…! 
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177. Thoughts on “cycling and the public” 
 

Clarion 16 October 1897 

 

178. Plans for the 3rd Easter Meet 
11 March 2015 

Clarion 18 March 1897 
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179. Where to hold the 3rd Easter Meet 

Clarion 18 March 1897 

Leek CCC pleads its cause – but there’s lots of competition. 

 

180. Cycle trifle 
8 April 2015 

from Clarion 29 May 1897   Couldn’t resist the pic (just 
got back from Paris)  But what a terrible libel on women 
cyclists in the extract! 
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181. First part of Armley Clarion report from 11 July 1896.  
2 June 2015 

Weren’t they a busy lot! 
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182. Second part of Armley Clarion report 

from 11 July 1896.   

In the early years of the Clarion Cycling Clubs there reports 
were often quite long, This one which is the second part of 
the one I included last time – I thought it was too long to put 
in the whole thing is one of the longest.  As the number of 
clubs multiplied with them all wanting to see their reports in 
the paper they became much shorter – by 1914 almost like 
telegrams! 

If you want to check why a resolution of such barbarous 
ferocity was passed on poor H Hardcastle have a look at the 
previous newsletter though there are not many clues there! 

 

183. 95 reports from cycling clubs 
1 July 2015 

The report from 1896 I last included was so long I split it 
over two newsletter issues. In those early days there would 
be perhaps half a dozen or so reports each week. In my intro 
last time I said “As the number of clubs multiplied with them 
all wanting to see their reports in the paper they became 
much shorter – by 1914 almost like telegrams!” I thought 

that this week I’d give you an illustration of this which shows 
how the CCC took off in the two decades before the First 
World War.  In the issue of 3 July 1914 there were 95 
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reports from cycling clubs – as well 

as quite a few others from other 
sorts of Clarion activities.  That’s 
worth repeating – ninety five  – I 
counted them!   And we can be 
sure that not every club managed 
to get a report in every week.  I’ve 
picked a small sequence with a bit 
of (fairly) local interest.  There was, 
sadly, no Brighton report that 

week. But you’ll see that Arundel – 
fancy that, a Clarion cycling club in 
Arundel and by the sound of it 
quite a militant one – was planning 
to meet the Brighton club the 
following week. Brighton would 
have been included in the Southern Counties Union.  Clearly 
it is the same propaganda meeting at Bognor in both reports. 

184. Tom Groom’s “Stewpot” 
14 July 2015 

 This is from the Clarion 5 May 1897.  Tom Groom’s 
“Stewpot” 
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More from the Clarion 5 May 1897. Tom Groom’s “Stewpot” 

Notice that as well as the Easter Meet “regional” ones – in 
this case the “Southern clubs” are starting to appear. 

 

The fourth Easter Meet in 1898 was held in Chester. On 9 
April the Clarion had a preliminary report which included 

some extracts from the local newspapers – one of which I 
have included below: 

 

 

Last time I included an early report from the Clarion, in April 
1898 about the Easter Meet in Chester. I meant to say, but 
forgot, that Blatchford himself wrote it. Here’s the beginning. 
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Just to remind you – Dangle was Blatchford’s friend and co-

conspirator in starting the paper. 
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This is another extract from a local paper quoted 

in Blatchford’s report of the 1898 Easter Meet in 
Chester. [And let’s have no “scorching” on 
Clarion rides!] 

 

 

 

 

 

From “Cycle Trifle” Clarion 26 March 1897: 

 

 
7 October 2015 

This is from the last “Cycle Trifle” of 1898 from Clarion 31 
December 

Not sure which of the Clarion “houses” this is though clearly 
not the one in Pendle that is still going since that wasn’t 
opened till 1912. But what an amazing turn out in vile 
weather!  As for Brocklehurst and the mistletoe.  Well, it was 
Christmas. 
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20 October 2015 

This is from a ride report in the 
“Cycle Trifle” from Clarion 13 
November 1898. I thought the 
beer might still appeal – though 
probably not the pipes! 
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3 November 2015 

This is from a ride report in the “Cycle Trifle” from Clarion of 
Christmas Eve 1898. Proposals for two Meets – and the 
importance of saying where you “belong”! 

 

 

16 November 2015 

From “Cycle Trifle” in The Clarion, 8 May 1897 Do we still 
have trouble with dogs, I wonder? 
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2 December 2015 

A couple of items from Tom Groom’s “The Club 
Stewpot” Clarion, 28 August 1897. 

 

Merrie England was Blatchford’s best-selling advocacy of 
socialism originally published in 1894. Labour Leader was 

Keir Hardie’s weekly which came out on Thursdays while 
the Clarion was published on Fridays. Early in the C20 it 
became the official organ of the ILP. 

17 December 2015 

From “Cycle Trifle” The Clarion, 6 August 1898. An early 
example of the competitive side to the CCC’s activities. 
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The Origins of the Clarion Cycling Club – the 
very beginning 
12 January 2016 

The weekly Clarion newspaper had been going since 
December 1891.  On 28 April 1894 the letter below 
appeared.  I should explain that most of the 
regular Clarion journalists and contributors had strange 
nicknames.  This had started before the Clarion was launched 
with Blatchford when he worked on Bell’s Life and then 

the Sunday Chronicle in the 1880s writing under the pen-
name Nunquam Dormio (I never sleep) soon shortened to 
Nunquam.  The Bounder, who features much in the report, 
was the tall, 18 stone, Irish, humorous writer, Edward 
Fay.  There’s a splendid picture of him, on his bike, on the 
1895 Birmingham Clarion CC greeting card featured in Denis 
Pye’s book Fellowship is Life. The Story of the Clarion Cycling 
Club. (1996, 2004) The Clarion co-editor A M Thompson 
rejoiced (?) in the name Dangle, and Blatchford’s brother 

Montague was Mont Blong. But enough of this erudition – on 
with the show! 

ADVANCE BIRMINGHAM 

BEING AN ACCOUNT OF THE CLARION CYCLING CLUB’S 
EASTER TOUR 

‘We shall arrive!’ And in order that our coming may be 
speedy, we have started the Clarion Cycling Club, and at 

Easter we want to tour. We were seven; And we started from 
Birmingham to Wolverhampton by train on a dirty, dark, 
damp, dismal, dreary morning at 7.15. 

We were only half awake and we were cold and hungry and 
the journey between Birmingham and Wolverhampton is one 
of the most mournful in England. 

But – aha – we got to Wolverhampton, and had a little 
refreshment, and we got on our jiggers, and we woke up, 
and the sun came out, and the ‘little squeakers’ began to 
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warble fit to crack their little throats, and we got hopeful, 

and cheerful, and oh! we were gay! 

Then came we unto Bridgenorth and did there 
Bounderise.  Bounderise – verb irregular (very) meaning to 
imbibe liquors of various degrees of strength – to assimilate 
resuscitating comestibles – to walk on one’s heels – and to 
generally spread oneself out.  Afterwards we sampled 
Bridgenorth on the banks of the silvery Severn, and 
departing thence came to Arley and Bewdley both on the 
banks of the aforesaid silvery Severn. 

On our way hitherwards we were led by ‘The Fiend’ into a 
veritable slough of despond, from which we emerged covered 
with much variety of landed estate causing a delay of many 
golden moments whilst we scraped ourselves. 

Bewdley is a fine place, but – they haven’t been used to 
catering for cyclists there. We assisted in their education, 
however, and the next time they hear of our coming they will 

prepare themselves.  For we shall arrive. 

Next day we pushed on to Evesham, via Stourport, 
Ombersley, Worcester and Pershore.  At Worcester we 
indulged in periphery swelling, consuming spring chickens 
(year doubtful), sampled the cathedral, and then in single file 
proceeded through the town. Suddenly the first man rang his 
bell and dismounted, the others following suit.  The first man 
spoke not but pointed with trembling delight to where they 
sold the Clarion.   There is hope for Worcester – they sell 

the Clarion there. We marched in, in order, and purchased 
our Clarions, and then as solemnly walked out, once more 
mounted our machines and proceeded on our way, as men 
who had glimpses of higher things. 

In this mood we came to Evesham, as quaint and pretty a 
little town as existeth, and there once more we Bounderised. 
Good Lord! How we did eat!   Before we commenced 
operations, our fair hostess besought us to stay for dinner 

the next day, telling us of the gracious things provided for 
the meal.  She plied us with legends of cyclists who had 
fared at her hands, and had afterwards wandered to other 



taverns, but had come back to her hostelry once more as a 

haven of rest and home of plenty.  Then provender 
appeared.  For half an hour we raised not our eyes and 
spoke not a word, but steadily thought on the Bounder.  The 
landlady became silent, the moody, then morbid, flinched, 
trembled, quivered, quavered, quock, broke line and finally 
succumbed. It was a glorious victory. ‘Are you,’ she asked 
with quivering lips, ‘are you gentlemen going to stay dinner 
tomorrow?’  We said we were not and once more she 
breathed freely. 

We went to bed late that night – very late – but we arose 
early next morn, for the Army of Salvation paraded the town 
at 6 a m with a band, the big drum being in charge of the 
local blacksmith. May he be eternally spiflicated. 

We were due at the Labour Church that night, so we started 
Brumwards, having spent as good a holiday as possible. Ah-
h-h-h!!!!   It was glorious!!   Say no man lives till he has 
been on tour with the Clarion CC.  Till then he but 

exists.  After – !!! 

We are going on another tour at Whitsun of which more 
anon. 

By the way, we want a President. Bounder, what sayest 
thou?  Wilt thou preside o’re us?  The duties are light.  Thy 
might name to grace our fixture list, and a visit of yourself to 
Brum to preside over a periphery –swelling function.  Wilst 
thou come?  Look you, Bounder, we are no mean admirers of 

yours.  See here, what you have moved one of us to: – 

When the bounding Bounder boundeth 

Lightly o’er the Clarion page 

Then the reader’s heart rejoineth 

Filled with wisdom from the Sage 

Fig for Nunquam and for Dangle 

Fraud Mcginnis and Mont Blong 



Thou alone, mighty Bounder 

Art fit subject for our song 

There are 98 more verses to this, which, if the Bounder will 
become our President we solemnly promise to destroy, If not 
– !!! 

THE O’GROOMIE O 

[We print the above with some misgiving. After recent 

allegations we are not wholly untroubled with a horrific 
suspicion that it may be an invention of this unconventional 
person. Our fears in him stick deep – especially since he has 
gone, or has not gone – on Tour.  If our suspicions should 
prove correct – but enough –  Ed. Clarion] 

——————————————————————————————— 

I’m convinced that the editorial comment was just one of 
Blatchford’s jokes – but perhaps not everyone was at the 

time.  Or perhaps they saw in it the opportunity for another 
‘go’  because  the following week , 5 May 1894, there 
appeared in the Clarion as one of the contributions to ‘Local 
Notes a report on Birmingham, signed ‘Arturo’ which, after 
reporting the recent foundation of the Birmingham 
Democratic Club went on:- 

The Clarion Cycling Club has come to stay and the 
article in last week’s Issue in reference thereto was 

written by a prominent member.  So the 
editorial misgiving that the Bounder may have done this 
thing my now give way to editorial calm, and the Great 
and Only one stands once more vindicated before men. 

Well, any member who has been puzzled by references 
in Boots and Spurs to the Tom Groom Trophy may be getting 
an inkling of what that’s all about.  What strikes me is how 
similar some of the events and sentiments are to those on 
some of our rides – though I wouldn’t dare to risk a 

nomination for a contemporary version of ‘The Fiend’   At this 
stage, they’re all blokes, of course, but Denis Pye tells us this 



was quickly rectified just a few weeks later in July 1894 

when they recruited their first woman member. 

At the time Tom Groom was Secretary of the  Bond 
Street  Labour Church in Birmingham.  This was a recently-
formed organisation – another part of the ‘socialist revival’ of 
the 1890s that helped float the Clarion. Its founder was an 
ex Unitarian (as in New Road, Brighton) minister – John 
Trevor.   Not to be confused with the various brands of 
Christian Socialism.  Basically the difference was that 
whereas Christian Socialists believed that Christianity was 

essentially socialist, the Labour Church started as it were 
from the other end seeing the Labour Movement itself as 
essentially religious. 

25 January 2016 

From Clarion, 31 December 1898. 

Note the time of year re the reference to mistletoe!  Not too 

sure which Clarion House this was.  Brocklehurst was a well-
known ILPer.  [Sorry about incomplete last sentence – have 
to stop somewhere!] 
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11 February 2016 

From the “Cycle Trifle” Clarion 24 
December 1898 

The “bicycle habit” in Java and a 
Lord of Bad Manners 

 

 

 
 
 
24 February 2016 

This is not, strictly 
speaking, about cycling, but 
it does give an idea of the 

Clarion ethos of the time. It 
appeared among the ads in 
the issue of 13 March 
1897.   Nunquam was, of 
course, Robert Blatchford, 
Dangle his friend and 
journalistic partner Alex 
Thompson, and Mont Blong 
was Blatchford’s brother 
Montague who concentrated 
on theatrical articles and 
reviews. 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 



10 March 2016 

In the light of both our imminent AGM and the 
announcement that the 2017 Meet will be in Chester, 
these extracts from “Cycle Trifle” The Clarion, 26 
March 1898 seemed appropriate 

 

 



 

 

22 March 2016 

A report from a new London club from The Clarion 11 July 

1896. 
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7 April 2016 

A couple of items from ‘Cycle Trifle’ in The Clarion 26 
February 1898 

 

 

 
21 April 2016 

From “Answers to Correspondents 
in “Cycling Notes” in The Clarion 
1 August 1896 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



4 May 2016 

The ‘Club Stewpot’ in The Clarion, 27 February 1897 began 
with the question of where the Easter Meet should be held. 
It’s interesting that one of the ‘candidates’ was Chester 
where the 2017 Meet is going to take place. Note the 
appearance of Brighton, More on this next time. 

 



17 May 2016 

More from the ‘Club Stewpot’ in The Clarion, 27 February 
1897, discussing the whereabouts of the Easter Meet. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



30 May 2016 

Some items from “Cycle Trifle’in The Clarion, 24 December 
1898 discussing the whereabouts of the  Easter Meet. 

 

 
 
 
 



13 July 2016 

An apt warning about 
‘Scorching’ from‘Cycle 
Trifle’ in The Clarion, 29 
May 1897. 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

This seems to be an early 
encounter with a sauna. From 
Cycle Trifle’in The Clarion, 22 
October 1898. 
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28 June 2016 

CCC Sports from ‘Cycle Trifle’in The 
Clarion, 6 Augusts 1898 . The column 
began by asking reports to be addressed 
to ‘King of the Road’ at the paper’s Fleet 
Street office. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

10 August 2016 

Something a bit different this time. This directory of Clarion 
Cycling Clubs appeared in the paper on 10 March 1898 and 
gives one a good idea of just how successful the whole thing 

was – and how popular cycling was in the 1890s. Sadly, no 
Brighton CCC at that point. 

It was so long I had to copy it in bits and ‘London’ got a bit 
lost. 

 

https://brightonandhoveclarion.files.wordpress.com/2016/08/directory1.jpg
https://brightonandhoveclarion.files.wordpress.com/2016/06/what-ho.jpg


 

 

 

24 August 2016 

Now there’s an idea we hadn’t thought of – but might try – 
those of us not too short of breath, that is. Anyone know any 
suitable part-songs or glees? Answers not on a postcard but 
an email will be fine! 

It’s from ‘Cycle Trifle’ in one of the 
last Clarions of 1899 – the edition 
of 23 December, when Christmas 
festivities were getting into swing 

The Keighley C V U was of course 
the Clarion Vocal Union. Their 
presence reminds us that the 
Cycling Club – huge as it already 

was as we saw last time – was 
only one of the social initiatives 

https://brightonandhoveclarion.files.wordpress.com/2016/08/bradford.jpg
https://brightonandhoveclarion.files.wordpress.com/2016/08/directory2.jpg
https://brightonandhoveclarion.files.wordpress.com/2016/08/directory3.jpg


pioneered by the paper. There is much – very welcome – talk 

at the moment about the desirability of ‘social movements.’ 
Perhaps we can learn something? 

 

 

7 September 2016 

Two items from ‘Cycle Trifle’ in 
the Clarion 26 February 1898. I don’t 

think I have used the first before – 
apologies if I have.  I particularly like the 
bit about evening dress. Little Hay is a 
tiny village between Birmingham and 
Lichfield which I remember well since one 
of my earliest schoolfriends lived there 
and it is just a few miles from where I was 
born. The second item seems oddly 
topical in the light of the current 

controversy about disc brakes for bikes. 

 

 

 

https://brightonandhoveclarion.files.wordpress.com/2016/09/chester.jpg


21 September 2016 

Since the 2017 Easter Meet is going to take place in Chester 
I thought it might be interesting to see what was planned for 
the 1898 one there (‘Cycle Trifle, Clarion, 2 April 1898). 
Trust there will still be no ‘scorching’ in Eaton Park, but 
whether anyone will get away with a 3d levy seems a trifle 
doubtful.  

 

 

4 October 2016 

From ‘Cycle Trifle’ Clarion, 17 September 1988. Can’t help 
wondering what did happen to the case of whisky and barrel 
of beer – but I expect both have been drunk by now. Anyone 
want to form a ‘musical or dramatic society?’ [Nb in two bits 
this week] 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://brightonandhoveclarion.files.wordpress.com/2016/10/manchester.jpg


21 October 2016 

I think this extract from ‘The 
Club Stewpot’ from 
the Clarion, 27 February 
1897 contains probably the 
first mention in the paper of 
a Brighton Clarion. 

 

And so our London readers don’t feel left our here’s a bit 
from ‘Cycle Trifle’ in the Clarion on 4 November 1899. The 
S.D.F was the Social-Democratic Federation, the first 
socialist party in Britain formed in the early 1880s. 

 

 

17 November 2016 

The Clarion went in for picturesque 
headings to its regular columns.  But 

this one from 14 March 1898 might 
seem a little daring – a bit racey – for 
the time. Or perhaps it’s just another 
example of fin-de-siècle reaction 
against ‘Victorianism’ (Even though 
Queen Victoria was still very much 
around and had celebrated her 
Diamond Jubilee just the year before.) 

In any case the illustration shows 
something best not attempted. I 
confess that I haven’t read the 

https://brightonandhoveclarion.files.wordpress.com/2016/10/stewpot-brighton.jpg
https://brightonandhoveclarion.files.wordpress.com/2016/10/south-london.jpg


Highway Code recently – but I’m pretty sure there’s a section 

which tells you not to do this!  

 

29 November 2016 

If you didn’t read this 
carefully and realise that the 
writer – in ‘Cycle Trifle’ – in 
the Clarion 10 March 1896 
was having a go at Clarion 

Cycling Clubs for failing to 
vote on where they’d like the 
Easter Meet – particularly if 
like me your eye skipped over 
the word ‘South’ – you might 
mistake this for a comment 
on a much more recent round 
of voting – or possibly more 
than one! 

 

20 December 2016 

 

‘Repining over what might 
have been’ and hopes for the 
future from ‘Cycle Trifle, 

in The Clarion, 16 December 
1899. (Note for optimists – 
Punctureless tyres are more or 
less with us now!) 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

https://brightonandhoveclarion.files.wordpress.com/2016/12/ill.jpg
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9 January 2017 

It was the emphasis on ‘amusing’ that distinguished the 
Clarion approach. From ‘The Club Stewpot,’ Clarion, 28 
August 1897. 

 

6 February 2017 

Seasonal advice from ‘Cycling Notes’ in Christmas Eve edition 
1897 

 

28 February 2017 

Something a bit different this time – from ‘Cycling 
Notes’ Clarion, 18 December 1897.  I seem to remember 
that a ballade – not to confused with a ballad – started as a 
late medieval or renaissance French form with a very strict 
scheme that had to be followed ending with an ‘envoi’.  I 
seem to remember that François Villon was a dab hand at 
them. 

For ‘wheelman’ we should of course read ‘wheelperson!’ 

https://brightonandhoveclarion.files.wordpress.com/2017/01/cinders.jpg
https://brightonandhoveclarion.files.wordpress.com/2017/02/winter.jpg


Joyce will recall that long ago in the days we were both 

active in NATFHE  the now Lord (then simply Dave) Triesman 
was routinely referred to – in the SE Region at least – as 
‘Triesperson.’ 

 

  

8 March 2017 

Following Alex’s ride which was one of our longer ones, the 
first part of the following extract from the end of 
Swiftsure’s  ‘Cycling Notes’ of 1 August 1896 seems perhaps 
rather appropriate. It’s from the final section headed 
‘Answers to Correspondents’ 



 

‘the pneumatic brake!’  The mind boggles. 

 

3 July 2017 

Swiftsure’s good advice on town cycling from ‘Cycling Notes’ 
1 August 1896 

But why ‘particularly ladies’’? 

 

 

https://brightonandhoveclarion.files.wordpress.com/2017/03/knees.png
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11 July 2017 

From 24 December 1898 edition 
of The Clarion. Don’t know exactly 
what the CVU was. 

 

STOP PRESS: TJ solves the 

mystery. CVU is the Clarion Vocal 
Union. If they did do a 
performance at Malham Cove, that 
would have been tremendous. 

 

 

 

 

27 July 2017 

I think I may have used this extract from 6 August 1898 
edition of The Clarion before. But if I can’t remember the 
chances are that you won’t either!  

https://brightonandhoveclarion.files.wordpress.com/2017/07/jim-bradford.png


  

The Cinderella Clubs don’t need any introduction; they’ve 
appeared quite often in these extracts. Dr Richard Pankhurst 
was a barrister  (his doctorate was a LL D), He was an early 
supporter and legal advisor to Lydia Becker and the early 
women’s suffrage movement in the 1860s.   He married the 
subsequently much more famous Emmeline in 1878.  He was 
twice a candidate for the ILP and a lifelong inspiration his 
most radical daughter, Sylvia, who named her son after 
him.  Sadly, the latter, with whom I edited a book on Sylvia 

in the 1990s, died earlier this year.  In spite of  all this I was 
unaware of the Pankhursts’ Clarion Cycling Club 
connections.  Have a look at Sheila Hanlon’s 
website  www.sheilahanlon.com and click on The Pankhursts. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

http://www.sheilahanlon.com/


7 August 2017 

One of the more exotic headings for the ‘Cycle Trifle’ feature 
from The Clarion 17 September 1898. 

 

  
27 August 2017 

This is from The Clarion, 4 July 1896.  Dangle was of course 
A M Thompson – a co-founder and virtual joint editor of the 
paper and also a librettist of a number of successful musicals 
of the Edwardian period, the most famous of which – and 
biggest hit – was The Arcadians. Blatchford himself –as 

Nunquam – had a longer piece – ‘The Dangers of the Wheel’ 
in the same issue responding to Swiftsure’s comments.  The 



mudguards which moved with the front wheel sounds a 

whole lot more dangerous to me! 

 

 

11 September 2017 

I mentioned last week that – 
inspired by Swiftsure’s comments 
about the dangers of tandem 
riding in The Clarion, 4 July 1896. 
Blatchford himself – as Nunquam – 

contributed quite a long piece – 
‘The Dangers of the Wheel’ in the 
same issue. This is how it ends. 
But don’t take it too seriously!  

 

 

 

 

https://brightonandhoveclarion.files.wordpress.com/2017/09/dangers.png


20 September 2017 

I thought we might have a bit 
more of Blatchford’s – ‘The 
Dangers of the Wheel’ 
from The Clarion 4 July 1896. 
He’s responding the 
Swiftsure’s optimistic claims. 
Winnie is his daughter 
Winifred.  

 

 

2 October 2017 

I wasn’t looking for something that might seem relevant to 
the recent court case, when I came across this in ‘Cycling 
Notes’ The Clarion, 15 August 1896 – but it seems only too 
relevant … 
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3 November 2017 

As we have noted in the past, 
not all Clarion Cycling Clubs of 
the early days went in for much 
in the way of political 
propaganda. Indeed, Blatchford 
himself discouraged the more, 
shall we say extravagant, 
forms. But some did –and here 
is an example from 8 August 
1896 which appeared as the 
first in a series of “Clarion Club 
Reports’ that week devoted to 
“Cycling Clubs.”  

 

 

17 November 2017 

From Clarion 4 December 1897. 
Looks like another great invention that didn’t catch on! 
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29 November 2017 

A bit of poetry – or at least verse from Clarion 18 December 
1897. Sorry it’s not clearer. 
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