
A History of Brighton & Hove Clarion 

 
We began in February 2004. Here’s the minutes of our inaugural meeting 
 

Minutes of the inaugural meeting of the prospective Brighton and 
Hove Section of the National Clarion Cycling Club. 

 
February 2004 

 
Taking Part   Ian Bullock, Joyce Edmond-Smith, Ed Furey 

 
It was agreed 

 
1.  to form a Brighton and Hove Section 

2.  to adopt the draft constitution as circulated and amended. 

3.  to apply to affiliate to the National Clarion Cycling Club. 
4.  that until the 2005 AGM – or an EGM called by the 

     Management Committee prior to that – Ed Furey would  
     act as Chair, Ian Bullock would act as Secretary and  

     Joyce Edmond-Smith Treasurer. 
5.  that until otherwise determined the membership fee  

     would be simply the national subscription as determined  
     by the national conference (currently £4 pa). 

 
Weather-wise we could hardly have chosen a worst time to get going.   At 

this stage we hadn’t decided what day of the week we might go for as is 
evident from this message I sent out a little later. Some of it’s no longer 

intelligible – if it ever was.    
 

‘Boots’ to you all! 

 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
INAUGURAL RUN! a gentle canter down the Cuckoo Trail 

 
God, I feel like Eisenhower trying to find a chink in the weather to launch 

D-Day! 
 

I’m now tied up this week except Friday. I was going to suggest that as a 
possibility. 

 
The Brighton weather forecast (from OnlineWeather.com) is OK in terms of 

temperature for a nice change and maybe we could risk ‘light showers’   But 
it’s very windy. 

 

Unfortunately the following week doesn’t look that good either – especially 
as regards wind. Monday 22 looks the best though 

 



Of course by the time we get there the whole thing may have changed 

quite dramatically. 
 

I’m game if you are – for any of these dates. Send your e mails to everyone 
to speed the process up, and if you’re going to the start by train please 

make enquiries and let us know what time to meet at the start of the trail. 
 

The next month for me – as things stand at the moment – now goes like 
this 

1. This week. Can only make Friday19 and away that weekend 
(20/21 March) 

2.  22nd – 27th OK any day Not Sunday 28th 
3.  OK Monday 29 – Thurs 1 April (!) Away for just over a week     

     starting Friday 2nd 
 

[I appreciate Ed that you’re still in the process of getting your bike sorted 

and may not be able to join us – which is a shame, but I know you want us 
to press ahead.] 

 
Ian 

 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
Eventually we did get going early in April. But the weather was still pretty 

atrocious as you can see from my account of our first ride 

 

 

Inaugural Ride 10 April – The Cuckoo Trail 
 
Three of us managed the ‘inaugural ride’ in the end – Joyce, our newest 

member Sheila Schaffer who some of you at least also know. (We’re now 
up to 7 with about as many more prospective joiners) 

 
The weather was awful – cold, wet and windy and the Golden Martlet pub 

where we’d reckoned on having a break was covered in scaffolding and 

closed – but having survived World War II we were not going to let a spot 
of rain deter us. In spite of the weather we had an enjoyable day – and 

thanks largely to Joyce thoughtfully bringing a flask of hot soup we 
survived. 

 
We decided that for the moment – and subject to general agreement – we’d 

reckon on having a ride every other Sunday and have sketched out plans 
for a couple of nice easy-peasie little ones of no more than 23 miles at the 

most for the next two.    
 

Our predecessor: The original Brighton Clarion 

 
I received an email from Ken Wells reminding me that he had been a 

member of the old Brighton Clarion. 



Quite early on – soon after the current version started back in 2004 – we 

tried to find out as much as we could about our predecessor.  
 

As a result of a piece that Adam Trimingham put in the Argus I had a call 
from Brian Hutton. Brian was the paper’s long time cycling correspondent 

and may be known to some of you (He was a member of a Brighton section 
of the Club in the later 1940s. Apparently the leading figure was Wally 

Newman, a local Labour councillor, who I’ve certainly heard of and I’m sure 
so have some of you Most of the members, though, like Brian himself, 

tended later to concentrate their efforts with other local clubs like the 
Brighton Mitre. 

 
Brian actually became a member of the new B&H Clarion, although he was 

not able to cycle any longer. Sadly, he is no longer with us – Sue and I 
attended his funeral a few years ago – but happily, as already indicated, 

Ken certainly is. Below is a piece he wrote for us back in the day. You’ll find 

much more, with some photos, including one of Dave Gravett who some of 
us will remember from when he attended early Christmas ‘do’s’ (and the old 

Brighton Jazz Club) if you go to the blog, click on the link to the old website 
and then on ‘history’. In the meantime here are some of Ken’s recollections. 

 
Ian 

 

Ken Wells recalls the Clarion in the late 1940s 
 
“I was a member from early 1948 to 1949, when I left to join the 
Prestonville Nomads, I have been in Brighton Mitre since Prestonville 

Nomads ended in 1968, and am currently treasurer and official for Sussex 
CRL. 

 

Unfortunately, I do not have any results from that period, but I remember 
riding an SCA 25 in September 1948, when Clarion had quite a good team, 

and several club events. Principal rider was Mike Moreton, another rider for 
Clarion in that event, and second team counter was Brian James, also a 

Mitre member who lives at Bracknell. He may have records. Mike Moreton 
left shortly after to join the Brighton and Hove Wheelers, he is no longer in 

the district. A few more names of 1948-1949 members, but I have no idea 
of their whereabouts. 

 
Derek Payne who joined B & H Wheelers later and emigrated to Canada, 

Derek? Howson, Derek Grover, Brian James. Derek Marsh, who was club 
captain in 1948 

Also ? Bush (cannot remember his first name), Len Blackman, Mike and Pat 
Moreton.1  

 

Pat joined the Prestonville when I did, and Mike Joined B & H wheelers 
shortly before being called up on National Service. National Service was the 

 
1 Brian, who was still in touch with Ken, added a few more names though he was not sure whether or not all of 
them actually joined the Clarion: Ivan Kettley, ‘Faz’ Farrell, Derek Cover. 



cause of a lot of people giving up cycling after being posted to distant 

shores with no bike. Mike was Sussex Pursuit champion and won several 
other championships in Wheelers colours, Clarion the team prize in an SCA 

25 in Sept 48, which was my first 25, Mike did a 1-1 Brian James did a 1-4 
in his first 25, I cannot remember who the third team counter was. It was 

not me. 
 

At Easter 1948, what was, I think my second club run, was to Herne Hill for 
the Good Friday meeting at which Reg Harris was due to compete. (He did 

not owing to being injured in a car crash.) The run went on to a youth 
Hostel tour into Kent. I joined in as there was a vacancy, without letting my 

parents know. This caused a certain amount of alarm, as this was before 
wide availability of telephones, before I turned up on Monday evening. Club 

runs to Herne Hill were a common occurrence, Sunday runs were well 
attended: 20-30 attendance usual. In those days if you wanted to go 

anywhere, you just got on the bike and went. No cars and no money for 

train fares. 
 

We also rode to Southampton Track and back to see Mike Moreton ride in 
an event (140 miles round trip). 

 
I spent nearly all my two years’ National Service on Aircrew training, so I 

was in this country, although quite a bit of it took place in Northern Ireland. 
I did get a bike across there, my sports afternoon was ride to Belfast (30 

miles) and go to cinema. 
 

There were a few club cyclists on the station, and I organised a four-up 
team time trial between the three RAF stations in NI on our perimeter 

track. Found a set of rollers in the Gym, and amused others by 
demonstrating you did not need holding up, and could even ride “hands off” 

on rollers. 

 
I did ride down to Newcastle Co. Down, on edge of Mourne Mountains near 

the Irish Border. There was no local club nearby, unlike Scotland when I 
rode for Clachnacuddin CC in a couple of local time trials. 

 
Some people did manage to keep up cycling while on National Service. 

When I was on basic pilots course at Derby, I used to take bike to and fro 
when going on leave, I could get across London faster than a taxi. 

 
One other small nugget of news, when I joined the RAF for national service 

in 1951, one of the standard questions was “Are you a member of a 
political party or cycling club”. Clarion was regarded as a political party. 

 
In my era, most of us found girl friends and eventually wives from club 

members or members of other clubs. I met mine on a club excursion. Few 

of us had cars in those days, so coaches were hired to visit major cycling 
events, often at Herne Hill. I met my wife to be at a roller race meeting in 

Bognor while I was on leave from the RAF. The club (Prestonville) had hired 



a coach. It worked out well. We have been together now for nearly 70 

years. 
 

Ken Wells 
 

 
  
Ken adds: That picture of Tandem and Sidecar. The tandem was a Claud 

Butler one, and I rode it in quite a few Tandem Time Trials with various 
stokers. When my wife Pearl became pregnant we acquired a standard 

“Watsonian” sidecar. I don’t know when they stopped making these. They 
only took one baby. When second child was on her way, I built a new body 

from scratch on the same chassis. I had to strengthen the attachment 
bracket, but it served until our daughter, the rear passenger, was about 

five. Then we acquired a car. 
 

 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/fredpipes/33716576475/in/pool-532678@N24/

